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1 1 
INTRODUCTION. 


H E, fllmwin Sheets contain an 
Anſwer to a Pampblet, which ap- 
"Wop" on the Clo oe of the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, and is entitled, An Ac- 
count of the Expedition to Carthagena. 
To ſet that whole Tranſa&ion in the 
moſt clear Light, the Author has laid 
before the 2 an exatt and faith- 
ful Journal of the moſt material Occur- 


 rences, not only during the Troops being 


on Shore in * Neighbourhood of Car- 
thagena, but from the Time of the Fleet's 


failing from Jamaica ; the Period from 


which the Author of the Pamphlet be- 


gins his Relation. 

The Motes are (a5 far as it was 
pratticable) placed in the ſame Order 
with thoſe in the Pampblet; to which 
References are made, that the Reader 
way (if be 1 to take that Trouble) 


A compare 


un INTRODUCTION. 
compare each More with the Anſwer 
to it. 

Several Fafts wil be here PE fo 
| be placed in a very different Light from 
the ſame Facts, as they are deſcribed in 
the Pamphlet, and others to be rejected, 
4 abſolutely falſe and groundleſs; but 
the Author flatters himſelf, that he has 


advanced nothing which is not founded 


upon Truth, and ſuch as can be ſup- 
ported. by living Evidences, or 6 
authentick Records, whenever his An- 


ragoniſt ſhall be pleaſed to lay aſide his 


Mash; otherwiſe, no MWorice will be 


taten of any | Reply, which may bere- 
after be publiſied 8 


January 


January the Loth, 1740. 
I T was reſolved in the principal Council of War 


(a) held at Spaniſh Town in Famaica, that the 
f whole Fleet ſhould proceed to Windward, to 
f obſerve the Motions of the Squadron under the 
Command of the Marquis d' Antin; and that Capt. 
Dandridęe ſhould be ſent before in the Wolf Sloop to 
3 get Intelligence. 
1 No Time having been loſt in preparing to put to 
Sea; January the 22d, Sir Chaloner Ogle failed with 
his Diviſion out of Port- Royal Harbour; Commo- 
dore Lęſtock the 26th, and Vice-Admiral Vernon the 
28th: The three Squadrons, having join'd 3 | 
the 31ſt, made Cape Trberon, on the Coaſt of 
paniola, February the 7th; the ſame Day ebe 
Dandridge came into the Fleet. February the 8th, 
the Admiral made a Signal for General and Flag 
Officers, and communicated to them the Report he 
had received from Captain Dandridge, (6) viz. 
That he had, January the goth, look*d into Port- 
Lewis, where he had ſeen nineteen Ships of War ; 
«6 that one of them carried a Flag at the Main-top-maſt 
% Head, and another à broad Pendant; which Re- 
F port being taken into Conſideration, it was reſolved 
L to ſteer directly to the Iſle of Yache; where the 
| Fleet arrived February the 12th, and caſt Anchor at 
about two Leagues to the Weſtward of Port-Lzwis. 


(a) The principal Council of War, conſiſted of the two eldeſt 
Officers of the Army, of the two eldeſt Officers of the Navy, 
and of the Governor of Jamaica, whenever he could be preſent : 

It was the Province of this Council to determine what Enter- 
prize ihould be undertaken. 

_ (6) Vide Note (a) in the late Pamphlet, entituled, An Account 
of the Expedition to Carthagena. 


A2 The 


* 


* 


Ts) 


The ſame Day Captain Laws was ſent in the Spence 
Sloop a-freſh to reconnoitre the Harbour of Port- 
Lewis, who return'd in a ſew Hours with a Report, 
Wat be had there counted ſixteen Ships of War, and 
ee hat one of them carried a broad Pendant.” 


February the 13th, the Admiral, accompany*d * 
by the General, went in his Barge into the Bay be- 


tween the Iſle of Vache and Hiſpaniola, where there 
was found ſufficient Depth of Water for the large 
Ships, and good Anchorage for the Tranſports. 


February the 14th, a. French Officer came off with a 
Meſſage ; but the Admiral declining to ſee him 


till late in the Evening, he return'd without Hing 
deliver'd it. 
The Admiral went further up the Bay to a i ſmall 


Kay (Iſland) with an Intention to reconnaitre 1 


French Fleet, and was there join'd by the General! 
who perceiving it to be impoſſible thence to look 


into the Harbour, deſired, that he might in Perſon 


go in with the Spence Sſoep, and that Captain 


Knowles, being a good Draughts-Man, might ac- 
company him; to which the Admiral conſented. 


As ſoon as the Sloop open'd the Harbour, Capt. 
Laws declared, that the Ships there lying at An- 


chor were Neeb Men of War, and pointed to one, 


as having a white Flag at the Main- top- maſt- Head; 
but the General, not being fully ſatisficd, order'd 
the Sloop to ſtand within Gun-ſhot, when it ap- 


peared, that the Ships in View were Merchant- men, 


moſt of them unrig'd; excepting one Frigate of 


forty Guns, whoſe Main-top-maſt-Head lying in a 


Line with the white Gable - End of an Houle, occa- 
ſioned the Miſtake about the Flag. 

February the 15th, Captain Beſcawven and Captain 
Knowles were ſent with a Meſſage to the French 
Governor; the Purport of which was, that the Ad- 
miral not being on board his Ship, when an Officer 
came off to fpcak to him, he had not ſeen him, Hut 

now 
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nov ſends to know what heehad to cle that the 
Fleet was forced by ſtrong Breezes into the Bay; 


that he deſires Leave to Wood and Water: Þ hey 
return'd with a very polite Anſwer, and brought an 


Account of the 2 4 Anti 8 being fail?d for = 


Europe. 


Capt. Renton came into the Fleet, and confirm'd _ 


the Report, . That the Marquis d' Antin ſail'd with: 
«© his Squadron for Europe, January the 26th. 


February the 16th, the principal Council of War * 


being aſſembled, it was reſolved, that the Fleet, at- 
ter having allen in Wood and Watt at Iros, Tiberon 


# and Donna. Maris Bays, ſhould thence procced di- 


rectly to Carthagena. ; 

February the 17th, the Fleet ſailed from the Iſle 
of Vache, and the Day, following came to an An- 
chor in Eos, Jiberon and Donna-Maria Bays. | 

_ Seven Days having been employ*d in takiog i in 
Wood and Water ;. D-tachmeats from the American 
Regiment, and from the Negroes, were daily ſent 
on Shore to cut Faſcines and Pickets. | 

February the 25th, the Weymonth, the Erin | 
and the Spence Sloop, were order'd a-head, under 
the Command of Capt. Knowles, to found Punto- 
Cano Bay, which lies about two Leagues to the 
Windward of Carthagena. 

February the 26th, the whole Fleet got onder 
Sail, and came to an Anchor in Punio-Canoa Bay, 
March the 4th. 

March the 5th, a general Council of War. com- 
poled of the four principal Officers of the Army, 
and of the ſour principal Officers of the Navy, was 
held for ſettling the Shares of Plunder; but no 
Scheme could be then formed. for attacking the 
Vorn, from the Want of proper I ntelligence. *{£] 

March 


— 


— 


<4) pon its being firſt debated, whathgh an Attempt ſhould 
be made on Carthage ena, the General declared, that, as he was 
ER. a Stranger 


4 
March the 6th, the General, aceompany'd by 


ſome of the principal Land Officers, went on Board 
the Lyon Man of War to reconnoitre -the Town, 


the Coaſt adjoining, the Forts on Tierra Bomba, &c. 


but did not return to the Fleet before the 8th in the 
Morning: The Hon having loſt her Main-Maſt by 
the great Swell of the Sea. The W/eymouth, the 
Dunkire, the Experiment, and Spence Sloop, were 
order'd to the Mouth of the Harbour, for taking 
the Soundings, and for getting Information how 
near the large Ships could approach for battering 
the Forts on Tierra Bomla. 

March the 8th, a general Council of War being 
allembled, and Having received, and carefully weigh- 
ed, the Reports of the General Officers, and of the 
| Captains of the Dunkirk and Weymouth, it was una- 
nimouſly refolved, that Sir Chaloner Ogle ſhould the 
next Morning fall down with his Diviſion to the 
Mouth of the Harbour, and batter the Forts, St. 

Philip, St. Jago, &c. 
Ihe General afterwards aſſembled a Council of 
War, compoſed of Land Officers; when a Diſpo- 
ſition was made for landing the Troops. 

March the gth, in the Morning, Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, accompany'd by the General, proceeded, with 
his Diviſion, to the Attack of the Forts: Three 
eighty Gun Ships; the Norfole, Capt. Graves; the 
 Shrewsberry, Capt. Townſhend ; and the Ruſſel, Capt. 
Norris, were order'd to batter thoſe of St. Philip 
and St. Jago: Which Service they perform'd very 
callantly, having, before the Evening, drove the 
Enemy from their Guns, and torced them to retire 
out of the Forts. 


a Stranger in thoſe Seas, he had no Knowledge of the then pre- 
ſent State of that City; and that he ſhould join with the Admi- 
ral in his Opinion; not doubting of his being wel inſorm'd o 
every Circumſtance rel: lating to the Entry into the Harbour, ther 
Strength of the Garriſon, Sc. 

About 


* 
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About Two, the General and Sir Chaloner Ogle 
went on board the Norfolk, and afterwards the 
Ruſſel, tor the better reconnoitring the Enemy, and 
viewing the Ground where the Troops were propoſed 
to be landed. 

The Loſs on board the Norfok and the Ruſſel 
was not very conſiderable, but the Shrewsbury ſuf- 
fered much more; for having received a Shot in 
her Cable, ſhe drove ſo far, as to open the whole 
Fire of the Caſtle of Boca-Chica, &c. to which ſhe 
lay expoſed till the Night gave her an Opportunity 
of removing to a ſafer Birth. As there were no 
Guns either in Fort Chambra, or on what was cal- 
led the Faſcine Battery, the Princeſs-Ametia, and 
the Litchfield met with no Oppoſition. 

About Five, Sir Chaloner Ogle made a Signal for 
landing the Troops, which was repeated by the 
Admiral, who lay then with his Squadron at about 
Aa League s Diſtance. 

As ſoon as the Grenadiers appeared, the General 
Joined them, with an Intention to have landed im- 
mediately; but the three principal Officers, and 
two of the Companies, being ſtill wanting, he order'd 
the Boats to lie under the Cover of the Ruſſel and 
the Norfolk, there to wait their Arrival: They 
were in a ſhort Time joined by the Lieutenant 
Colone! and Major, and one Company; but Col. 
Wynyard, „ who was detain'd with his Company 
© of Grenadiers, on board the S!rumbulo Fire-Ship, 
* from the wait of Boats,” being ſtill abſent, the 
Landing was further poſt— pon'd to about Seven, 
when they were, without Oppoſition, put on Shore 
on the Strand, to the Left of Fort St. Philip, under 
the Command of Lieutenant Col. Cochrane: After 
having ſeen them in Poſſeſſion of the Forts, the 
4 General returned and went on board a Veſſel, which 
lay near the Shore, and there * 15 reſt of the 


F Night. | nn 


- 


„ 
1 Ia the Diſpoſition for Landing, the Grenadiers | 
"IF were to have been ſuſtained by a Brigade, command- 7 
ed by Brig. Guiſe, and Col. Wolfe, who themſelves 5 
join'd the General; but the Brigade did not come 
down till the Day tollowing, being prevented by 
the ſtrong Breezes. (d) 
The fame Evening the Bomb e began to 
fire upon the Caſtle. 
March the 10th, as ſoon as the Day appeared, 
the General went on Shore, and gave Orders for 


forming the Greitadiers upon the Beach, for cover- « 
mg the landing of the reſt of the Troops; which 


not being compleated till Jate in the Evening, the 
whole lay that Night upon their Arms. 
March the 11th, the Negroes, Tools, and Tents 
being put on Shore! ; the Ground was clear'd, the 
Tents pitch'd, and the Troops under cover the 
fame Evening. (e) Two 


(%) In relating this Tranſaction (vide P. 7. note Letter c) the 
very candid Author of the Account of the Siege of Carthagena, 
is pleas'd to affirm, that the General landed awvith a Body of 800 
Grenadiers, but nat thinking them ſufficient, reimbark'd, and ſent 
for more: There was not the leaſt Step taken, which could give 
Colour for ſuch an Aſſertion; excepting that Capt. Dennet, who 
commanded General Harriſon's Grenadiers, being apprehenſive, 
that the General would give thoſe of his own Regiment the 
Honour of landing firit, puſh'd forward without Orders, and 
lea ped on Shore with five or fix Men; which the General per- 
ceiving, and that the reſt of the Boats began to move in Confuſion 
towards the Brach; he order'd thoſe who had landed, (who 
were only Dennet, and the few Men abovementioned) to reim- 
bank, and with the reſt of the Boats to lay along-fide of the Nor- 
folk and Ruſſel, there to wait for the Arrival ot the Companies, 

: | which were ſtill wanting: Nor, had all the Companies of Grena- 
=_ | diers, been compleat to a Man, could they have exceeded 648 
Officers included ; but that was far ſrom being the Caſe ; for not 
, only Robinſon's Grenadiers were then abſent, having been ſepa- 
| parated from the Fleet, but the reſt were at that Time ſo far 
reduced by Sickneſs, as not to amount to 400 Men, as it will 
1 | appear from the Adjutant's Books. | 
. e) Had the Author of the Account, (vide Note d,) been 
| preient on Shore, where probably he was not, he might have 
[ obſerved 
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Two Coupures or Lines were begun into the 
Woods; the one for cutting off the Communication 
of the Caſtle of Boca- Chica with the City, the other 
for opening a way to the Skirts of the Wood, for 
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F the erecting a Battery; which laſt was this Day ad- 
7 * - vanced 500 Yards. - | 

Mr. Moor, the principal Engineer, landed in the 


) Night ; the Ordnance, Ship, on which he was em- 
| barked, having been drove to Leeward. 
; March the 12th, a Mortar Battery was begun, be- , 
r tween the Forts ST. Phillip and St. Jago; and the 
- . Coupure leading to the Caſtle, was carried on to 
1 the Skirts of the Wood, but that for cutting off the 
e Communication, was diſcontinued by the Advice of 
| the principal Engineer. (f) a 

8 | All 
SC | / d 
e obſerved that all poſſible Diligence was uſed, to put the Men 

under Cover ; and if he 1s in any wiſe capable of judging of 
0 military Operations at Land, he muſt have known that the 

Camp could not have been fo properly formed in any other 
ie ; Place, for carrying on the Attack on the Caſtle of Boca-Chica; 
bs | nor, if advanced higher into the Woods, could it have been ſup- 
fe) : plied with Water, or the "Tents pitch'd on that rocky Soil, 
27 3 which will not admit of the driving down a Tent Pin; but ſetting 
ve 1 aſide that Difficulty, how the Jents could have been pitch'd 
0 without cutting down the Trees, from whole Shade, as the 
e, | Author alledges, the Soldiers would have been ſo much bene- 
1e fited, I really do not comprehend ; nor would they have been 
1d : leſs expoſed to the Enemy's Shot, excepting they had incamped ' 5 
1 out of the Reach of it, which could not have anſwered the 
In. End propoſed by their Landing. | 
ho (/) Mr. Moor was of Opinion, that if an Opening ſhould be 
n- made through the Wood from the Camp to the Lagoon, where 
5 the Enemy's Ships of War lay at Anchor, it might be a means 
es, | of directing their Fire: That the Admiral ſollicited the General 
=, to continue this Coupure, is, I believe, true; but that it would 
48 ; have anſwer'd the Purpoſes mention'd in the latter part of 
ot 7 the Note (/) in the Pemphlet, is not fo evident. As the Ene- 
"a 4 my was in Poſſeſſion of the Lagoon, they would not ſurely ſend 
far ; Succours croſs the Boaca-Grande, (where Ships were poſted to 
1 obſerve their Motions) thence with Hazard to paſs the Tierra 

' Bomba ; which Succours could be conveyed by: the way of the 
en. Harbour, without Danger or Interruption ; nor could that 
ve M Coupure be of the leaſt Uſe to enable us to obſerve what paſſed 
; nt 


ed | B 
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(10) 

All the Negroes, and as many Soldiers as could 
be ſpared, from their other Duty, were employed 
in cutting Faſcines and Pickets. A Traverſe way 
raifed in the Coupure leading to Boca-Chica, and an 
Epaulement was thrown up for the covering the 
Workmen, which were to be employed in raiſing 


the great Gun-Battery. | 
March the 13th, A Defence was made of Caſks 
filled with Sand, to cover the Mortar Battery from 


the Enemy's Fire; this Evening, (not the 17th, as 


the Author is pleaſed to alledge, Page the 1oth,) 
it was finiſhed, and began to play upon the Caſtle, 
(O. 


The Bomb-Ketches likewiſe continued to throw 


their Shells, and it was obferved that ive of them 


did 


in the Harbour, of which we daily received Accounts from the 
abovementioned Ships, or from our {mall Parties; nor, if there 
was Danger to be apprehended from the Enemy's Incurſions, 


(which there was not) could this Coupure have prevented them, 


as it was not much leſs than 1000 Paces from the Caſtle of Hoca- 
Chica. | | 

(g) The Communication betwedn the Mortar-Battery and 
the Camp (wide Letter g in the Pamphlet) was covered from the 
Shot of the Caftic \y « riſing Ground, nor was one Man killed 
during the whole lime in paſſing between that and the Camp, 
nor did one fingle Shot take Place in it from the Faſcine Battery, 
from which it was in grent Meaſure ſecured by its natural Si- 
tuation, which was help'd by a Parapct. Several of the Bombs 
moſt certainly broke in the Air, without any Effect; which was 
poſſibly occaſioned by the ſplitting of the Fuzees, in driving 
them into the Shells. Nor (notwithſtanding what the Author 
is pleaſed to advance) did we ſuffer much from thoſe thrown by 
the Enemy; one of which fell near the Mortar-Battery, and 
killed 6 or 7 Men; a few took Place in the Artillery-Park, 
(whither they were chiefly directed) damaged ſome Casks of 
working Tools, and two or three Carriages ; but the greateſt 
Part of them were either extinguiſhed by falling into the Water, 
or buried themſelves ſo deep in the Sand, as to break without 


any ill Effect whatſoever. 
| {b ) Faſcines 


F283 
did not take place in the Caſtle. The Ground was 
traced out for the great Gun Battery. ( = 
The Coupure leading to the Caſtle of Boca-Chica, 
was enlarged. A. Lieutenant Colonel's Guard was 
mounted to cover the Workmen to be employed 


on the great Gun- Battery. 
The Enemy nred very ſmartly, both Yeſterday 
and this Day, and killed ſeveral Men in the Camp. 


6 
March 


) Faſcines and Pickets (vide the beginning of the Note ) 
had not only been cut during the Fleet's watering at W 
but after our landing on Tierra Bomba, all poſſible Diligence 
. was daily uſed; to compleat the Number required for erecting 
the Batteries. Nothing can be more abſurd than to imagine that 
ſo skilful an Engineer, as was Mr. Moor, could be ſo widely 
miſtaken as to the Quantity. As ſoon as the Ground was cleared, 
and proper Works thrown up to cover the Workmen, he began 
with ſuch Materials as were ready, and had from the Fleet no 
other Aſliſtance than 18 Carpenters for lay ing the Platforms ; the 
Seamen were employed, (and that was properly their Province) 
in landing the Stores and Cannon; in getting the latter up to the 
Battery, and they afterwards aſliſted in firing of it; (moſt of the 
Gunners being at that time either Dead, or diſabled by Sick- 
neſs) beſides 150 of them were for one or two Days employed to 
cut Faſcines, but were ſo ungovernable as to be of little Service. 

How far the Author may be qualified to judge of the Know- 
ledge of the Sub-Engineers, Time may diſcover ; was Mr. 
Msoor ſtill living, he could well anſwer for the Conſtruction of 
his Battery. He rais'd it not exactly parallel to the Face where 
the Breach was made, for a very powerful Reaſon ; to prevent 
Rs being flank'd from the Barradera Battery, and by that 
means preſerved the Lives of a great many: Men, who muſt 
otherwiſe have been loſt. It is not improbable, that the Au- 
thor believ'd the Line of Communication, between the great 
Gun- battery and the Camp, to have been expos'd to the Enemy's 
Shot, and therefore never came near it; or he muſt have known 
that it was neither enfiladed from the Caſtle, nor the Shipping, 
and that the few Men who were killed there, fell by Shot 
which glanced from the Trees, and did not exceed 7 or 8 during 
the whole Time the Troops lay before the Cattle. (vide Note 
h | 

7 7) The Troops were certainly annoyed in their Camp by 
the Enemy's Cannon, and n by the Faſcine Battery; 
4 : . 


/ 


(61a) 

March the 14th, the Works were carried on 
with all the Expedition our Circumſtances would 
admit of; but were much retarded, not only from 
the Heat of the Climate, which renders Europeans 
almoſt unable to ſupport the leaſt Fatigue, but from 
the Negroes throwing down their Loads, and work- 


O 
ing Tools, whenever a Shot came near them. Theſe 


Difficulties having been repreſented to a Council of 
War by the principal Engineer, ſignifying at the 


ſame time, that an Addition of 1600 Men to the 


Forces then on Shore was wanting, to enable him 


to puſh on his Works with Vigour, a Demand was 
made of that Number of Soldicrs to be landed from 
the Fleet, which the Admiral was plealed to refuſe, 
alledging, that we could have no Occaſion for 
them. 

March the 15th, the General, accompany*d by 
Mr. Moor and Capt. Knowles, view'd the Works 
at the great Gun Battery, and paſſed the Skirts of 

the 


an Inconvenience which, in their Circumſtances, was abſolutely 
neceſſary to be ſupported, as by their removing to ſo great a 
Diſtance, as to be out of the reach of their Shot, the great Gun- 
Battery muſt have been expos'd to be inſulted, which would at 
leaſt have for ſome "Time retarded ile taking of the Caſtle, if 
not oblig' d us to retire. 

The baſe Inſmuation relating to the T roops being moved 
without regular Orders, is abſolutely groundleſs: Ihe Indepen- 
dant] from Jamaica, not arriving till after the Camp was formed, 
they were ordered to clear the Ground upon the Left, and there 
to pitch their tents ; where 200 Americans, and part of Lord 
Fame: Cavendijl”s and of Col. Bland's Regiments, joined them 
from the Fleet. Io make the more Room for the Artillery . 
Harriſon's Regiment was, by Order, removed to the ſam 
Ground; as afterwards were thoſe Regiments, which were — 
moſt expolcd to the Fire from the Faſcme Battery, and had ſuf- 
fered greatly in their Tents, Arms, c. Nor, till then, did any 
of the General Officers emove to the new Encampment ; ; Which 
was indeed in fome Meaſure covered by a Rock from the Fire of 


the Faicine B. \trery, but was not the leſs expoſed to that from the 
Slupping and the Caſtle, by which Lieutenant Col. Sandford 


and ſcveral OULSTS tliers loſt their Liv es. 


(#) 
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Shells. 


3 " (COMM? | 
the Wood to reconnojtre the Caſtle, which had 
then reccived little or /no viſible Damage from the 


March the 16th/ all poſſible Diligence was uſed 


in cutting Faſcines, ſharpening Pickets, preparing 


Planks and Timbers, Sc. for the Battery. The 
Artillery, and the greateſt Part of the Stores, were 
by this Time landed, (% of which Part was carried 
to the great Gun Battery. | i 
March the 17th, the Parapet of the great Gun 
Battery was very near raiſed to the Embraſures. 
A Repreſentation was made to the Admiral from 
a Council of War of Land Officers, of the Neceſſity 
of driving the Enemy from their Faſcine Battery, 
which, as it was ſeated on the other Side the Entry 
into the Harbour, could not be done without the 


Aſſiſtance of the Fleet, otherwiſe the Attack upon 
| it 


(4) Nothing can be more falſe than what the Author of the 
Pamphlet aſſerts in his Note (e) of no Application having been 
made, nor any particular Scheme form'd for landing the Cannon 
and Stores. March the 1oth, the Day after the Grenadiers had 
taken Poſſeſhon of the two Forts, the General went in Perſon on 
board the Admiral to concert Meaſures with him for putting on 
Shore the Cannon, Ammunition, &c. and was by him, the 
Admiral, informed, that a Captain of a Man of War appointed 
for that Service, was gone on board the Ordnance Ships to give 
the proper Directions; the General, without Delay, order'd his 
Barge to row thither, and ſignify'd to the ſaid Captain (who is 
ſince dead) both the Quantity and Species of Stores proper to be 
lanced ; and at the ſame time particularly mentioned to him the 
Inconvenience which would attend the putting on Shore more 
than were neceſſary for preſent Service : Notwithſtanding (pro- 
bably from the Want of Time and Means for ſorting the Stores, 
Oc.) whatever firlt came to hand, was thrown into the Boats, 
ſent to Shore, and confuſedly caſt upon the Beach. Whence 
they were removed by Mattroſſes and Soldiers appointed for that 
Service, and ſecured in the beſt Manner our Circumſtances would 
admit of; but (excepting that ſome of the Powder received 
Damage from its having been placed by the Sailors upon the 
Shore within the Reach of the Surf of the Sea) none of the Stores 
were waſh'd away, which indeed might poſſibly have happen'd, 
timely Care had not been taken to prevent it. | 
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it would have been * by a Detachment from the 
Land Forces on Shore. 
The fame Day, it was reſolved in a Council of 


War, compoled of Sea Officets, to make an At- 


tempt on the Faſcine Battery with three hundred 
Sailors, and two bundred Soldiers, detach'd from thoſe 
remaining on board the Fleet. 

March the 18th, ſeveral of the Cannon were 
drawn up to the Battery, and mounted upon their 
Carriages. 

The Enemy, having diſcovered our Workmen, 
began to fire briſkly upon them from the Cattle, 
with Stones, Sc. A Party of the Enemy fired upon 
the Negroes, who were employed in the Woods in 
cutting Faſcines; but did no other Damage than 
the interrupting their Work. 

During the Night, the Faſcine Battery was at- 
tack'd by 300 N and 200 Soldiers, who 
poſſeſſed themſelves of it, with very little Oppo- 
ſition. (J) 

March 


(/) This bold and ſurpriſing Enterprize (as the Author of the 
Pamphlet is pleaſed to ſtile it in his Note 2) ſeems to be cele- 
brated with all the Rhetorick he is Maſter of: It is obſervable, 


that he makes no mention of the two hundred Soldiers, who 


were detached on the ſame Occaſion, which poſſibly he may 
have forgot; as likcwiſe, that, tho? by the Admiral's Diſpoſition, 


the Soldiers were poſted in the Rear; when landed, they were 
called for to advance, and a Lane made for their paſſing to- 


wards the Front, which probably might be ogeaſioned by their 
being armed more properly than the Sailors, for returning the 
Fire 01 the Enemy's ſmall Arms. I cannot, Without doing In- 
juſtice to Capt. // en, the Honourable M. Murray, and 
to the reſt of the Land Officers, who were detagh'd on this Oc- 
caſion, join with the Author in paſiing over/thefr gallant Beha- 
viour in Silence ; nor would I m * De in the Praiſes due to 
Capt. Beſcaaven, Capt. Ia, Capt. Coates, &c. who com- 
manded the Sailors, who, as they have ever done, performed 
their Duty with great Bravery and Reſolution, and particularly 
Lieutenant, now Captain Forreſi, who, with the foremoſt, en- 
ter'd the Battery Sword in Hand; the Enemy having fled with 


Precipitation into the Woods, and the Soldiers being poſted upon 
the 
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„ 
March the 19th, an Epaulment was raiſed to the 
left of the great Gun Battery, to cover it from the 
Fire of the Enemy's Ships of War; twelve of the 
Platforms were finiſhed. The Enemy were per- 
ceived to be at Work in repairing the Barradera 


Battery. (2) 


March the 20th, the Wood began to be clear d 


away before the great Gun Battery, and ſeven 


Pieces of Cannon were brought upon the Platforms. 
March the 2 iſt, nineteen Embraſures were finiſh'd, 
all the Cannon placed upon the Platforms, and the 
Wood was cut away, which cover'd the Battery 
from the View of the Caſtle. 
March the 22d, (n) the Battery being finiſhed, 


began early in the Morning to play upon the Caſtle, 


not 


the Avenues, the Seamen ſet about ſpiking the Guns, deſtroying 


the Carri-ges, and tearing up the Platforms ; but one of them 
having imprudently put Fire to the Guard Houſe, they were diſ- 
covered by the Enemy, and conſequently expoſed to the Fire 
from the Caftle, c. the Commandant therefore thought it ad- 
viſeable to retire, before the Battery could, be effectually de- 
moliſh'd. | 

() Two or three Boats were obſerved to paſs between the 
Caſtle and the Barradera Battery (not hundreds of Men as the 
Author alledges in Note /) who carry'd People ſufficient ſo far 
to repair the Damage, which had been done, as in a ſhort time 
to renew the Fire; an evident Proof both to the Army, and to 
the Navy, that the Battery had not been eſſectually demoliſh'd. 

That the Army had work'd to ſome Purpoſe (tho' the Au- 
thor inſinuates the contrary) plainly appears from their having 
made two Coypures thro” the Woods, cut the Faſcines and 
Pickets, raifed the Battery, and conveyed thither the Stores 
and Ammunition ; in which laſt they had ſome Aſſiſtance from 
the Sailors, and not a great deal from the Negroes. Had the 


. Army the leaſt Room for Reſentment before the ſixty Gun Ship 


was ſent in to interrupt the Enemy's repairing the Faſcine Bat- 
tery, any Thing ſhe perform'd, could by no Means cool it ; 
for ſhe fired at ſo great a Diſtance, as to give the Enemy very 

little Diſturbance. | 
(x) The Author of the Pamphlet, in his extraordinary Note, 
Letter (, mentions, five hundred Sailors to have been employed in 
erecting the Battery, tho" in Fact the Navy contributed to it, 
| Es only 


(16) 


not ouly with the great Guns, but with forty ſmall 
Mortars and Cohorns, which fired alternatively ; 
the 


only 18 Carpenters : He adds, that, © as more Time and Men 
% avere employed in zt than were fare v, much Execution may 


be expected therefs om. What more could be 3 from it, 


than forcing the Enemy to abandon the Caſtle ? „ but the * 2 
« ginters could not out-do themſelæus; they erected the Baltery in 


% Nod.“ They might not out-do themſelves, but they 80 


tainly did perfectly well; for by erecting their Battery under 
the Cover of the Wood, many Mens Lives were ſaved, and the 
Work was carried on without the Enemy's being able to inter- 
rupt their Progreſs. 

He is likewile pleaſed to condemn them for not 1 more 
Ground than ara ueceſſery; a Circumſtance, which, I ſhould 
think, rather deſerves his Approbation, as they av vided, im- 
properly, to fatigue the Work! —_— ; but this Caution, it ſeems, 
was aked, that the Enemy might not ſee the Army; if ſuch a 
Sight would have given the Enemy any Satisfaction, T much 
doubt ; or whether it would have anſwer'd to have obliged them 
at the Expence of cutting down 600 or 700 Paces of thick Wood, 


which intercepted their View of the Camp ; - but that the Army | 


did not decline either then, or on any other Occaſion, to look the 
Enemy in the Face, there have been tov evident Proofs. No 
Man, who ſaw the Poſition of the Battery, could have the leaſt 
ei to doubt of its bearing upon the Caſtle, as ſoon as a-nar- 
row Screen of Wood, w hich cover'd it, ſhould be cut away. 
What is alledged, that no Guns could be brought to bear upon 
the Enemies Shipping, is abſoluteiy falſe ; there ere no leſs 
than ſeven, of P ich two were thought ſufficient for that Purpeſe, 
Which fir'd red hot Balls, and did gOο Execution. It is moſt 
certain, that if no Epaulment had been-thrown up, the Battery 
might have been rak'd, which was eafily foreſeen, and timely 
prevented. The Sailors behaved well, and would have done 
better, had they been more under Direction; 3 but they did no 
more than their Duty, either in aſſiſting to erect the Battery, 
in which they had but © A very ſmall Share, or in firing of it, 
as they were expreſsly order'd ſo to do by his Majeſty. With- 
out all Doubt it was Mr. Moors Intention to batter the weſtern 
Face of the „ and to beat down its Defences, which was 
evident, not only from the Conſtruction, but from che. Effect of 
the Battery. I muſt own TI cannot but admire at the Author's 
Concluſion, that tie Succeſs was owing to Chance, becauſe, if 
the Enemy had cleared more Ground round the Caſtle, the Un- 
dertaking would have been more difficult. I readily join with 
kim, that it would have been fo ; tho! in the Beginning of his 
Note, 
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Which, at that time, began to be made very uneaſy by the re 


65 


the Enemy return'd the Fire very briskly from the 


Caſtle, the Faſcine Battery, and the Shipping; but 
with no great Effect, excepting, that the Balls 
which miſs'd the Battery, did ſome Damage in the 


Camp. | | 


March the 23d, A Squadron of Men of War, 
(1) under the Command of Commodore Leſtock, 
were order*d to cannonade the Caſtle of Boca-Chica, 
and the Enemy's Ships, which guarded the Mouth 
of the Harbour; but were obliged to drop their 
Anchors at fo great a Diſtance, that their Shot had 
little or no Effect. After having ſuffer'd conſidera- 


bly from the Enemy's Fire, the Admiral ſent them 


Orders to retire; tho? it was upon this Occaſion en- 
ter'd in the Journals, and by Order, that the 
Breach was enlarg'd by the Fire from our Men of 


War; yet, in Fact, the Breach was not touch'd 


Note, the Engineers are condemn'd for making the beſt Advan- 
tage of the Wood, which the Enemy had ſo imprudently left 
ſtanding. © The Engineers could by no Means out-do them- 
« ſelves ; the Battery was conſtructed in a Wood.” 

(z) In the Note, Letter (o), it is alledged, that the Admiral 
ſent in theſe Ships to oblige the General; The Truth of the 
Fact is this; Ihe Ground over which the Troops were to march 
to attack the B:euch, being flank'd both from Fort St. Fo/eph, 
and from the Vaſcine Battery, it was, March the 22d, reſolved 
in a Council of War, compoſed of Land Officers, to repreſent 
that Circumitance to the Admiral, and that they deem'd the 
Breach could not be attempted, without great Loſs, from the 
Fire of Fort St. Fo/eph, and the Faſcine Battefy, if ſome Means 
could not be uſed by the Fleet to divert their Fire. The Day 
following, the Admiral fignify'd to the General by Letter, 
© That he had formed a Plan for bringing in the Men of War to 
« make à general Attack on the Enemy's Forts and Batteries”; to 
which he adds, ** that nothing but the Neceſſity of the Caſe can 
« juſtify us in theſe Reſolutions, as it is againſt our Judgment, 
« as Scamen. After the Opening of the great Gun Battery, 
the Caſtle Guns, which bore upon the Camp, were ſoon filenced ; 
but it was apparent, even to Land-Men, that our Men of War 
could do little or no Damage to thoſe of the Enemy's Sul beg. 


hot Balls from the great Gun Battery. 
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by one ſingle Ball; ſuch of the Shot as reach*d the 
Curtain, and the Face of the weſtern Baſtion, made 
little more than a ſlight Impreſſion, and fell into 
the Dirch. : | 

A continual Fire, and with good Effect, was 
kept from the great Gun Battery, which the Enemy 
return'd very briskly, and but with too much Suc- 
ceſs: Mr. Moor, the principal Engineer, having 


been mortally wounded, as he was attentively con- 


ſidering the Effect of the Shot from his Battery, 
March the 24th, a Detachment from the Fleet, 
compoſed of Sailors and Soldiers, commanded by 
Capt. Watſon, made a ſecond Attempt on the Fal- 
cine Battery, and enter'd it without the leaſt Oppo- 
ſition z deftroy'd the Carriages, Platforms, Sc. 
Early in the Morning the General viſited all the 
advanced Guards and Batteries, and towards the 
Evening reconnoitred the Breach, which hc not 


thinking to be yet practicable, ſignify'd the fame 


by Letter to the Admiral, who had vehemently 
preſſed the Attack. The great Gun Battery fired 
during the whole Night alternatively with round and 
Grape Shot. ( = 

March the 25th, the Breach being enlarged, and 
reported practicable by an Engineer, who had been 
ſent to reconnoitre: It was reſolved in a Council of 
War to make the Attack the ſame Evening. 

A Diſpoſition having been prepared for that 


| Purpoſe, and approved by the Council of War; at 


(o) It may be remark'd (/7de n. g.) though perhaps not as a 
Thing very extraordinary, that either the Author of the Pamph- 
let was, at that time on board, ſecurely a-ſleep in his Bed, or 

that he knowingly qvers what is ablolutely falſe ; for that 
Night the Battery was, by particular Order, fired both with 
Grape and round Shot, alternatively, and without any other In- 
termiſſion, than was neceſſary to cool the Guns ; for, it having 
been obſerved, that the Enemy was raiſing a Faſcine Work 
behind the Breach, all poſſible Care was taken to retard its Pro- 
 greſs during the Night, | _ 
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upon the Walls to 
probably occaſioned their not having perceived the 


46 
about half an Hour after five the Troops advanced 
towards the Fort. The Forlorn- Hope conſiſted of 
a Serjeant, and twelve Grenadiers, who were im- 
mediately followed by thirty Voluntiers; next 
march'd 260 Grenadiers (the whole then remaining) 
under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Mac- 
loud, and afterwards Colonel Daniel at the Head 
of a Detachment of 300 Men, who had under his 
Direction ſome ſmall Parties, carrying Scaling 
Ladders, broad Axes, Pick-axes and Spades,: to be 
in Readineſs in caſe of need : The whole was ſuſtain- 
ed by 500 Men, under the Command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Cochrane; and Brigadier Blakeney, the Bri- 
gadier of the Day, had the Direction of the Attack. 
Upon a Signal, which was, the Firing of three 
Bombs from the Mortar Battery, a Volley of round 
Shot was pour'd in upon the Breach from the great 
Gun Battery, and was immediately followed by a 
ſecond of Grape Shot, which obliging the Centinels 
put themſelves under Cover, 


troops, when they firſt began to move to the At- 
tack; but ſome time before they reach*d the Foot 
of the Walls, the Drums in the Fort beat to Arms, 
the Top of the Breach was man*d, the Ships began 
to fire with Grape Shot, and ſeveral Shots were 
made from Fort St. Jeep, tho? without doing any 
other Execution, than the killing of one Man. 
The Commandant of the Fort being at that time 
on board one of the Ships, the Garriſon fell into 


Confuſion, and fled with Precipitation out of the 


Gate, as ſoon as the Grenadiers began to mount 
the Breach. (p) | 


Soon 


(p) The Author's being miſtaken as to ſome Cixcumſtances 
relating to the Attack, (Yide his Note ») is eaſily to be excuſed ; 
for, if he ſaw it at all, it muſt probably have been at a great 


Diſtance through a Spying Glaſs ; but, as he is pleaſed in the 
C 2 
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Soon after our Troops were in Poſſeſſion of the 


Caſtle, the Africa, and St. Carlos were ſunk; and 


the St. Philip being ſet on Fire (whether by the 
Enemy, or the red-hot Balls froin the great Gun 
Battery, is uncertain) blew up very near to the 


Walls of the Caſtle; but without doing any Da- 


mage. When the Troops were moving towards 
the Breach, ſome arm'd Boats rom the Fleet, 
con amanded by Capt. Anowles,, were perceived row- 


ing ; towards the Mangroves; on what Deſign (9) 


; Was 
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fatter Part of his Note to reaſſume his favourite Topick, the 
thro:ng out ſcurrilous Keflections 3 the Land Forces, I 
cannot pats them over unobſerved., This Succeſs was undoubted- 
, neither diſtgreeable to the Army, nor to the Navy; the 
former having unde: gone Hardſhips, ſuch as no modern Soldiers, 
or Sailors, had Nen e to, nor perhaps many in former 
Times; por did the Army prop ole any Advantage in bein 
poſſeſſed of an Ifland (as the Author infiruates) but ee 
on board their Tranſports with all N Expe dition, in order 
to proceed to the Attack of the City 

That ſo formidable a F lcet was emp! lov'd to lite e other Pur- 
pole, but to EA upan tc 3 „ad to convoy their Tranſ- 
ports, was with Regret ob i, bath by the Officers of the 
Army, and of the * Nary ; but "Res ſo 1idiculous a Thought 
could never enter Into any. Man's Imag! nation, as that the 
Soldiers ſhould march along tae Shore, the Fleet within Call, 
crying out to them for Ilelp, or that they could not find their 
Way into the Calle witiout a Sen Pilot to conduct them: A 
Story, Which has not the leaſt Foundation; Lieutenant Bennett, 
the Gentleman, who led the Forlorn-Hope, and Mr. Watſon, 
the Engineer, » Who accompanied him, are ſtill living, and can 
teſtify, that no Sci OH vo Spaniand, no Prifoner, was upon 
that Artatk.; and I am well: Hured, that no ſuch Perſon was 
ever thought of by the General to be empioy'd on that Oc- 
caſion | 

() This Scheme (de d Note -) if there was any, ſeems to 
have been Contr: ved chiefly for a Pretext to give the S2 lors the 
Credit of whatfoever hould be perſormed by the Land Forces; 
the Troops were certainly moving to the Attack, if not in Pol- 
ſeſſion of tc Caſtie, at the time, When Capt. Knowles's Detach- 
ment could be firit diſcovered by the Enemy; when it is not 
very probable, that they ſhould leſſen their Force by ſending 
away large Boats full of Men {wiich ] 3v not find were perceiv- 
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was altogether a Secret to the General, he hav- 


ing not received the leaſt Intimation of it. They 


had on board a Party of Soldiers and Sailors, 
who being landed on the Barradera Side, march- 
ed (the former leading the Way) to the Shore, 
the neareſt to Fort St. Joſeph; when it was re- 
ſolved to paſs thro* the Water, and to make an 
Attempt upon it; but the Men, who were ſent 
in to ſound, not finding it practicable, and being 
diſcovered, the Enemy began to fire upon the 
Party with Grape Shot, which obliged them to 
retire under the Cover of the Buſhes. The Com- 


mandant then propoſed, that the Centinel ſhould 


be civilly deſired to admit them into the Fort 
but the reſt of the Officers not much depending 
on his Complaiſance, adviſed the making a ge- 
neral Attack upon it with all the Boats; in An- 
ſwer to which, 1t was alledged, that as three of 


the Enemy's Ships of War were already deſtroy- 


ed, and as Fort St. Foſeph lay under the Fire of 
the Caſtle, of which our Troops were then in 
Poſſeſſion, ſuch an Attempt would be quite un- 
neceſſary, as that Fort muſt on Courſe fall into 
our Hands: It was therefore reſolved to go on 


board the neareſt Ships, and there to wait for 


jreſh Orders from the Admiral, which being 
come, the Commandant, in a ſhort time, row'd 
towards the Fort, which he found abandoned, 


and enter'd it without the leaſt Oppoſition. 


As ſoon as we had poſſeſſed ourſelves of the 
Gate of the Caſtle, and that the Guards were 


ed by any body excepting the Author) to Fort St. Foſeph ; 
or give any Attention, but to the moit preſſing Danger: It 


is really true, that both the Ships and Fort St. Joſeph fired, 


but at the 'Troops, not at the Boats from the Fleet, which, 
when they came to Land, were both out of the Enemy's 
Sight, and out of the Reach of their Guns. 


poſted, 
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( 22 ) 
poſted, the General order'd out a Party of Har- 
riſon's Grenadiers, with the proper Tools, un- 


der the Command of Mr.  Blane the Engineer, 
and of Mr. Bennett (who firſt enter'd the Breach) 


to cut the End of the Boom adjoining to the 


Caſtle, which they did effectually about nine ; 


and it was the Want of a Boat only that pre- 
vcated the Landmen's ſeizing the Galicia, on 
board of which Capt. Knowles rowed about 
twelve, and afterwards order'd a Party of Sailors 
to cut the other End of the Boom. 


March the 26th, the General iſſued out the 


proper Orders for reimbarking the I roops, Ar- 
tillery, Sc. in which Commodore Leſtock, who 
remained with his Squadron at the Entrance into 
the Lagoon, was directed to be aſſiſting. 

March the 27th, the great Surf of the Sea 
prevented the Boats from coming into Shore, 


and we! the Imbarkation of the Troops, 


&c. A Road was made from the graad Battery 
to Boca-Chica, for the more commodious Convey- 
ance of the large Cannon. The Admiral's Ship, 
and ſome other Ships of War, having warped 
thro* the Channel, began to move up the Har- 
bour. - | 

March the 28th, Harriſon's and Wentworth's 
Regiments, being order'd to ſtrike their Tents, 
and to g9 on board their Tranſports, were pre- 
vented by the Surge of the Sca, and obliged to 
pitch them again near the Walls of the Caſtle. 


The Weymouth, and the Cruizer Sloop, were lent 


to demoliſh two little Batteries on the Paſſa-Ca- 
vallos, (,) which they performed without Oppo- 


(„ The Paſſa-Cawallss is the only Creek, thro' which 
Proviſions can be conveyed into the Le and trom thence 
to the City, with which all Communication was effectually 
nt off, as ſoon as the Fleet was in Poſſeſſion of the Harbour. 
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fition, and likewiſe ſeized or deſtroyed ſuch ſmall 
; Craft, as they found upon the Lagoon, | 


March the 29th, the two old Regiments, and 
ſome of the Stores, were put on board. All the 
Artillery and the Materials, which had been em- _ 
ployed for erecting the great Battery, were placed 
upon the Shore in Readineſs for Embarkation. . . 

March the 3oth, Colonels Wolfe and Robinſom: 
Regiments embark'd, and all poſſible Diligence 
was uſed in getting on board the Stores and Ar- 
tillery. | 

. Council of War was held on board 
the Admirals Ship, wherein it was reſolved to 
land the Troops as ſoon as ſhould be practicable, 
for the cutting off the Communication of the Town 
« with the Country on the Land Side; and that 


«©. the Artillery ſhould be embarid with all poſſible Ex- 


e pedition to proceed after them.” It was alſo re- 
ſolved, <* that ſuch Numbers of Soldiers, as the 
General ſhould judge would be wanting for that 
« Service, ſhould be landed from the Fleet.” : 
The Council of War, on this Occaſion, might 
probably think it unneceſſary to make any men- 
tion of what Share the King's Ships were to take 
in the Attack of the City, as it is believed, that 


not one of the Members could have the leaſt 


Room to doubt of the Admirals ordering ia 
ſome large Men of War to batter the Town, 
as ſoon as the Channel ſhould be laid open for 
their Admittance into the Suigidero; a Circum- 
ſtance ſo much taken for granted, before we were 
in Poſſeſſion of Boca- Chica Caſtle, that it was 


 _ confidently affirm'd (and by no inconſiderable 


Perſons in the Navy) “ that, after a Way ſhould 
„be laid open for the Ships into the Harbour, 
* the Aſſiſtance of the Land Forces would be no 
* longer wanted.” The Ryaſſe, which had on 

x. board 


(24) 
board Sir Chalowr Ogle ; the Weymouth, &c. turn'd 


up the Harbour, and caſt Anchor not far from 


Caſtillo Grande. 


March the 3 iſt, Colonels Lowther and Min- 


gard*s Regiments embark'd. The Cannon 5 
Stores continued to be put on board. 

The Enemy ſeem'd to prepare for a vigorous 
Defence, by their having ſunk the ſeven Gallcons 
in the Channel leading to the Surgidero, and 
moor'd two large Men of War at the Entrance 
of it, which laſt having been likewiſe ſunk during 
the Night, and Caſtillo Grande in all Appearance 
abandoned; Sir Chaloner Ople order'd Captain 
Knowles, in the Weymouth, to ſtand in within 


Gun-ſhot, and to fire upon it; which being done 


for ſome time, without any Return, Boats were 
ſent aſhore, and the Caſtle was enter'd without 
Oppoſition; of which the Admiral having No- 


tice, he order'd one hundred of the Soldiers, 
Who were on board the King's __ to remain 


there in Garriſon. (5) 
Capt. Laws was diſpatched to England i in the 


Spence Sloop, with an Account of the. taking of 
Boca-Chica Caltle ; notwithſtanding the Inſtances 
hp by both the General, and Sir Choloner Ogle, 

oſt pone ſending, till it ſhould be known, 


Lick would be the Succeſs againſt the City; 


which, conſidering the Strength of the Enemy, 
that our Troops began to ſicke en, and that the 
rainy Seaſon was then begun; could by no think- 


(-) Capt. Knowles was appointed Governor of Ca/lr//s 


Grande; and to do him the more Honour (there could be 


no other End propoſed, as there was no Poſſibility of the 
Enemies retaking of it) near 100 very uſeful Men of Lord 


James Cavendiſh's, and Colonel Bland's Regiments, were 


left in Garriſon, and there continued till a frer the Troops 
reimbark'd, tho? of the Number required by the General to 


be landed, V ie Notes in the Pamphlet *, and do). 
ing 


& 


1 
ing Man be look'd upon to be otherwiſe than 
doubtful. _. 

April the 1ſt, Colonels Moreton, and Grant's 
Regiments embarked. Captains Griffu and Renton 
being ſent to reconnoitre the Channel; and ob- 
ſerving that the Stern of the Congueſtador was 
afloat, they found Means to heave her round, 


and thereby opened a Paſſage for the Bomb 


Veſſels, and two twenty Gun- Ships. The Tran- 
ſports got through the Channel, and began to 


move up the Lagoon, hut the Ordnance Sh1 


ſtill remained at the Entrance into the Harbour, 
the Artillery and the Stores being not yet all put 
on board. | | 

April the 2d, The General, with the greateſt 
Part of the Tranſports, came to an Anchor near 


Caſtillo Grande, The Bomb Ketches began early 


in the Morning to play apon.the Town, but were 


placed at too great a Diftance, for the Shells to do 


much Damage. 


The Enemy ſet Fire to a French Ship, which 
lay at Anchor near the Walls. (7) 

April the 3d, all the Cannon and Mortars 
were got on board; but the Carriages, Sc. ſtill 
remained upon the Shore. The F/eymouth Man 
of War having paſſed the Channel, the Enemy 
fired upon her ſome random Shot; but ſhe lay at 


too great a Diſtance to receive any Damage. 


Such Americans, as had ſerved on Shore, as like- 


% The moſt apparent Reaſon for the Enemy's burning 
the French Ship, was their concluding, that ſhe muſt other- 
wiſe fall into our Hands, when our Men of War advanced 
to the Head of the Harbour ; for they could apprehend 
little Danger to her from the Fire of Caſtillo Grande, as it 
lies only within a large random Shot from the Place, where 
ſhe lay at Anchor. 


1 wiſe 
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wiſe the Negroes, imbarked this Day os their 


Tranſports. 
April the 4th, a Council of War of Land 


Officers vas held on board the Derſetſhire Tranſ- | 


port, whercin it was reſolved, that the Troops 
ſhould be landed the 5th at Break of Day; for 
which a Diſpoſition having been prepared by the 
General, and then Jaid "before the Members, 
was by them unanimouſly approved of. The Wey- 
mouth, the Cruizer Sloop, and two or three 
Fire ſhips, kept firing, during the Night, with 
Grape-ſhot into the Woods adjoining to where 
the Troops were to land. 

April the 5th, the Troops, which were ap- 
pond ir to land, amcunting to about 1400 
Men, under the Command of Brigadier Blateney, 
rendezvous'd along Side of the J/eymouth : At 
about five 1n the Morning, the General ordered 


Colonel Grant to move 9 0 the Shore with 


the Grenadiers, who having landed (4) without: 
Oppoſition, 


% The Author of the Pamplilet in his Note ( y ) is pleaſed 
to arm, 0 That Things were on this Occaſion Cas ther had 
« been thr oug cut the aut "ole done <vithuut Order or Method; 
« for notwithſtanding the Army had been apfrized of the 
* Encmy's having made Lod, ments along the Road ; yet they 
% landed avithout a Granado Shell, or Fitld-Piece ; and avere 
« likewiſe told the Road a: "rs even able to ſuſtain the Weight 
* of the beavieft Canon.” Here the Author, as has been 


Bis Method thro' his whole Pam Phlet, boluly afſerts, withouc 


the leaſt Foundation; for, it is evident, both "Bray the Re- 
ſolutions of Councils of War, and from plblick Orders, that 


no Step was taken here, nor indeed upon'any other Occaſion, 


without a Plan firit laid down ;. and (where Time would: :d- 
mit of it) well conſider'd, and approved by a Council of 
War. 

It is very certain, that when Mr. Macpherſon, the Guide, 
was conducting the Troops thro' the Defillee, he expreſſed 


nn little Uneaſineſs on the Account of Lodgments, which he 


apprehended 
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the Wood. 


„ 3 
Oppoſition, and being immediately followed by 
the reſt of the Troops, the whole was formed in 
| | the 


7 
LY 


apprehended we ſhould find upon our Route ; but nothing of 
that Sort appeared, excepting, that a few Buſhes were placed, 
in Order, in an Opening upon our right Flank, poflibly with 
a Deſign to cover ſome ſmall Party, who had retired into 
But had our Landing been poſtponed, till the 
Arrival of the Ordnance Ships from the Mouth of the Har- 
bour; the Field-Pieces, Granado-Shells, Sc. which were 
then on board them, might indeed have been wanting to 
force ſuch Works, as the Enemy would probably have 
finiſhed during that Delay; which was prevented by boldly 
puſhing thro” the Defiliees to La Quinta; the Poſt of which, 
the Army was to poſſeſs themſelves, ** for cutting off the 
« Communication of the City with the Country, aud for cover- 


« ing the Landing of the Artillery”. As Loſs of Time might, 


on this Occaſion, have been attended with the worſt Conſe- 
quences, the General found it neceſſary to advance without 
the Ancrican Soldiers, Negroes, &c. which Diſappointment 
cannot in any wiſe be attributed to the Officers of the Army, 
as the providing Boats for Landing the Forces was intirely 
under the Direction of the Navy. | 

Both our Motions, and thoſs of the Enemy, might pro- 
bably be ſeen from the Ships, their Maſts being at that time 
ciouded with Spectators; but what the Author alledges of 


the Execution they did upon the Enemy is not Fact. Whilſt 


the Troops were moving along the Strand, ſome random 
Shots were made by the Heymouth, which killed one ſingle 
Syaniſh Negro, and were very near taking Place amongſt 
our moſt advanced People; but were ſo far from obliging 
the Enemy to diſperſe, that they did not make the leait 
Movement, till after being puſh'd by our Grenadiers. 

That it was the general Opinion, that the City would 
have fallen into our Hands the firſt Day we landed, had the 
Troops puſh'd forward, is fo far from being true, that had 
they been ſuffer'd to advance further, not an Officer but muſt, 
and would have condemn'd the General for expoſing them 


without the leait Probability of Succeſs, 


The Object propoſed on our firſt Landing was the taking 
Poſt at La Quiuta; © there to cut off the City's Commu- 
„ nication with the Country, to cover the Landing of the 
* reſt of the Fdrces, and of the Artillery; and to clear 
« Ground for the Fncampment,” which was mark'd out 
that very Day; but the Tents could net be pitched without 

SA D 2 firſt 


(FF. 
the Order for marching againſt the Enemy. 
After having waited a ſhort time, in Expectation 
of the 200 American Soldiers, who were by the 
Diſpoſition to have joined us with the working 
Tools ; as likewiſe of the Negroes, and a Party 
of Matroſſes, deſigned to attend eight Pattereroes; 
the General ordered the Grenadiers to enter the 
Wood, and Brigadier Blakeney to ſuſtain them at 
the Head of tf old Regiments. Having reach'd 
the End of the Defillee, with the Lots of only 
one Man, by the Fire of a ſtraggling Party, 
they halted, and ſignify'd to the Gencral, that 
the Enemy appeared 3 who immediately advanced 
to the Head *of the Grenadiers, and paſſed the 
Dcfillee: Where having carcfully reconnoitred the 


firſt cutting down a thick Copſe Wood; which, as ſoon az 


the Negroes and Tools were landed, was done with all 
poſhble Expedition. To have advanced further, in our Cir- 
cumſtances, would have been not. only acting inconſiſtently 


with the Rules of War, but of common Senſe, for we were 


entirely Strangers to the Road leading to Carthagena; the 
Guide, Mr. Macęherſon, having, as ſoon as the Enemy ap- 
peared, gone on board a Ship to view- their Poſture from 
the Main-top-maſt-Head, and did not return till the Affair 
was ended; we had neither Tools to throw up a Lodg- 


ment, nor Negroes to reconnoitre the Woods on our Fla ks : ; 


beſides, the Day advancing, the Heat was become fo violent, 
that great Numbers muſt have fainted under the Fatigue. 
From the Author's own Deſcription of the Fort St. Lazar 
(Page 53.) it is far from appearing to be ſo deſpicable a Re- 
doubt, as with any Proſpect of Succeſs, to be attempted in 


the open Day, without Scaling-Ladders, Sc. nor can I con- 


ceive how a Body of 1400 Men, with only their Firelocks 
in their Hands, could (ſuppoſing the Fort to be taken) after- 
Wards force their Way croſs a Draw-bridge, commanded by 
Cannon, into a City fortify'd with double Walls, and two 
broad Ditches filled with Water, flanked by regul: ar Baſtions, 
and defendech by a Garriſon more than double the Number 
o: the Aſſailants; for the Body, which was drawn up on 
the Stroud, woas Bice! y a fifth Part of es Garriſon, and 
they fcd thro the Woods, where they could not be purſued, 
directly towards the City. 


Diſpoſition 


Tt 


Jo 3h 
2 


83 
7 
1 
8 
Ny 
SER 
Ty) 


- 
te 2 2 I 4 3 
b 


S 


. 


4 


2 


e. = V4 7 


A. K wn nn py 


> . * Ir end "Oy —— 
. WE * „ OE As CO EE TY . e 
2 DIE EROS BY N ES I on Eg fed een hoes. a8 n 
1 x Cater 7 Nr r y S n 5 . I b . 1 
„ ð (% é c ͤ .. ĩèͤ a I  eIO c 
wy 1 BY a” A RR 
wg 5 5 85 obs, . 


232 ĩ¶j7 Ca ee a tes Eh Ee Bo. : 
3 . e 
e e e 


* „ * . W _ 5 A 8 
S T 
e n 8 — ds Se od age 


(.29 ) 


| Diſpoſition of the Enemy, he ordered the Grena- 
. diers to march, and to diſlodge them. The 
Enemy, (as it was afterwards reported by De- 


_ conſiſted of about 700 Men, and were 
drawn up on the Strand, in ſuch a manner, as 
6 cover the Road leading to the City, where they 
ſeem'd determined to expect us; the Ground over 


which the Troops were to march, did not admit 


of much more than one large Plattoon in front; ; 
the Lagoon lying upon the left, and a thick Copſe 


upon our right, into which the General ordered 


ky” Party of American Soldiers, to fall upon the 


Rear of any ſmall Parties, which might be 
lodged there, to flank us upon our March. 
The Grenadiers moved forward with great Ala- 
crity, and having, with very little Loſs, received 
two Firds from the Enemy, the front Plattoon 
gave their Fire at about the diſtance of half muſ- 
quet Shot, and immediately wheePd to the Right 
and Left to make room for the next to advance, 


whence the Enemy judging that the whole Body 


gave way, exprefled their Joy by a loud Huzza 


but being ſoon convinced of their Miſtake, by 
the Fire of the following Plattoons, they fell into 
Confuſion and fled towards the City. 


As ſoon as the proper Guards were poſted, and 
the Troops put under Cover in the beſt manner 
which was practicable, in ſome Houſes and Sheds 
adjoining to La Quinta; a Party was ſent up the 
Hill to reconnoitre the Convent on La Papa, 
wich they entered without Oppoſition, and made 


ſome Priſoners; an Officer's Guard was imme- 


diately ordered to take Poſſeſſion of it. 
April the 6th, the General accompany'd by 


Brigadier Cuiſe, and the principal Engineer re- 


connoitred the City from the Convent of La Papa; 
and having at his Return aſſembled a Council of 


War, it was debated, whether the Fort ſhould 
: | not 
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not be attacked the following Night, before the 


Enemy ſhould have finiſhed ſome Works upon the 
Hill, „ which they were then carrying on witlz 
the utmoſt Diligence 3” but as no Stores were 


yet landed from the Ordnance Ships, it was 


found neceſſary to poſtpone the Attack. Two 


twelve Pounders, Three three Pounders with 
fifty rounds of Powder and Ball, and five rounds 
of Grape-Shot, were put on Shore in the Eyen- 


ing (.) Some American Soldiers being landed 
from the Fleet, as likewiſe the Negroes and ſome 


working Tools, the Ground was begun to be 


O 
cleared for the Encampment; but the exceſſive 


Heat not only retarded the Work, but proved 
fatal to moſt of the ods nes who were there 
employed. 


April the 7th, The Counci) of War being re- 


aſſembled, and having received the Report of the 
principal Engineer, and likewiſe taken into Con- 
{ideration, the Intelligence given by Deſerters and 
Priſoners ; they were of Opinion, that the Fort 
ought not to be attempted. without having firſt 


raiſcd a Battzry, for which the principal Engi- 


neer was ordered to pitch; upon the proper 
Ground, to draw a Scheme for putting that De- 


ſign in Execution; and, as ſoon as ſhould be pra- 


cticable, to lay it before the Council. This their 
Reſolution was the tame. Day communicated to 
the Admiral, to which was added as their Opi— 
nion, that the Succeſs would be much facili— 


tated, 1 <*< if the Bomb-Veſlcls were ordered to 


u The Fiores and Ammunition w hich were landed at 
La Quinta, were carefully lodged in an Houſe out of the Line 
of Fire, and à Guard put over them, (wide Note in the 
Pamphlet Ca) page 34. The brave Officer, there to unjuſtly 
reflected upon, wants no Advocate, aud will he eaſily able 


to clear himſelf of the Aſperſions caſt upon him, whenever 


the Author of them ſhall be pleaſed to e himſelf 
* PAC 


EF 


* Fire upon Fort St. Lazar, and likewiſe if 


< one of the large Ships of War was brought 
4 in to batter it.” The Admiral returned an 
Anſwer the fame Evening, in which he 
e ſtrongly expreſſed his Diſlike to our waiting 
« for a Battery”, and declared, ** that if the 
«© Council of War ſtill perſiſted in their Reſolu- 
tion to raiſe one againſt ſo paltry a Fort, he 
c would anſwer for it, that if the Engineer did 
„hut compleat it, the Enemy would not wait a 
<© minute for the Cannon; but to that part of 
their Reſolution, wherein is repreſented* the Ex- 
ediency of bombarding the Fort, and of ſending 
in a Jarge Ship to fire upon it, the Admiral 

* was not pleaſed to give any direct Anſwer.” 
The Enemy continued to carry on their Works 


(*) upon the Hill, and brought ſome Pieces of 


Cannon to bear upon our advanced Guard, and 
upon the General's Quarters, but with very little 
Effect. The General ſignified to the Admiral 


by Letter, that he had endeavoured to cut off 


(x) It is certain (Note 6.) that the Enemy were very 
diligent in preparing for their Defence, nor was it in the 
ower of the Army to interrupt them one Inſtant ſooner than 
the Attack was made, from the want of Scaling Ladders, &c. 
being landed: What Time they employed in compleating 
their Works, or whether they did ever compleat them, it is 


not poſſible for the Author of the Pamphlet to judge, tho! tis 


well known they were begun upon, from the Time of 
our being poſſeſſed of Bocha-Chica, if not before; but if he 
had been pleaſed candidly to havę informed himſelf, he 
would have obſerved that our Mortar Battery at the Advan- 
ced Guard (vide page 35.) play'd in 48 Hours after it was firſt 
begun upon ; and s the Intrenchment there was finiſhed 


in 18 Hours. 1 cannot but obſerve, that what the Author 


of the Pamphlet here affirms, (vide Note þ page 36.) 
ſeems quite contradictory to what he advances (page 54) in 
the Appendix; in the one Place, it declared that the Enemy 
had thrown up Intrenchments round about the Foot of the Caſtle, 
ſtronger and of more Importance than the Caſtle it ſelf: In tho 
other, that the Caſtle on the Side of the Town was quite de- 
F000 Es. 
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| & ( 32 ) 
the Communication (y) of the City of Carthagena 


with the Country, by the neck of Land lying 


N 
W 


upon 


{y) The Communication of the City (wide Note 6. page 
36) with the Country on that Side, where the Army was 
incamp'd, was effectually cut off the very Day they. landed ; 
nor did the General (as the Author alledges) want > be pre- 
vail'd upon to do the ſame on the Side next to the Sea, but 
found it impracticable without the Aſſiſtance of the Fleet; 
which was promiſed, and comply'd with, when it was too late. 
The Author ſeems very careful to celebrate the great At- 


tention given, to the preventing Supplies from entering the 


'Town to Sea-ward ; which was to be done without the leaſt 
Difficulty or Hazard, particularly after the Fleet had got 
Aemittance into the Lagoon : But paſſes over in Silence, that 
no leſs Attention was given to prevent Refreſhments bein 
conveyed to the Army ; it was even refuſed to the 2 
to admit of ſending out two or three ſmall Veſſels, to catch 
Turtle for the uſe of the Sick and Wounded: It the Army 
complain'd heavily, it was not without Reaſon ; for during 
our Stay before Carthegena, the Fleet was ſupplied with 
Turtle, freſh Beef, Oc. whilit the Land Forces on Shore 
laboured under the greateſt Difficulties, even from the want 
of their Salt Proviſions, which were not regularly conveyed 
to them. f 
Ihe Author, with his uſual Regard to Truth, , affirms 
that a drove of Cattle was thro? neglect ſuftered to paſs into 
the City. 
Cfhcer at the Convent, that a drove of Cattle was ſeen 
moving towards the City, he ordered out a Party to inter- 
cept tuem, who march'd with all the Expedition which 
was poflible in that hot Climate, but were not ſo. fortunate 
25 to come up With them; of which ſome Part had proba- 


bly diſperſed in the Woods, and others, (as we were after 


wards mformed,) got into the Town. *Tis not to be imagined 
that Men ſo Gutireſfſed from the want of freſh Proviſions, 
even by the Author” own Account,) would have omitted 
any thing in their Power, to get fuch a Prey into their 
Hands; nor was due Encouragement wanting, a Reward of a 
Piſtole for each Beeve, being promis'd to the Captors. 
Two or three im]! Ifinds he in the Lake at about 500 
Peces from the Shore, upon the right of the Ground where 
we encimped ; which bcing obſerved to be ſometimes fre- 
quented by the Spaniards, Application was made for a Boat, 
to know for what End theſe People came there, and to 

2% ſearch 


The Inſtant, the General was appriſed from the 
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the Sea, but found that any Detaciment 
— thither, would be intirely in the Enemy's 
Power, as being at too great a diſtance from the 
Camp to be ſuſtained, nor had he any Boats 
on the Lake, for the ſupplying them with Pro- 
viſions and Water; and propoſed that ſome ſmall 


Man of War, ſhould be ſent for that Purpoſe to 
lie near the Shore: The Admiral ſignified in his 


Anſwer, that he would order in à Ship and a 
Sloop. 

The Admiral was this Day pleaſed to put on 
Shore from the Men of War a further Detach- 
ment from the Americans; (z) but excepting 30 or 


40, 


ſearch for Goods, Proviſions, &c. which might be lodged 
there; this, I preſume gave occaſion for the pretty Story 
form'd by the Author. What idle Tales might be propagated 
in the Camp (perhaps by the Author himſelf) relating to 
raiſing Batteries, I cannot ſay ; but I am well rd no 
in his Senſes belicv'd them. 

(=) As many of the American Soldiers were ſuſpected to 
be 7-1/þ Papiſts (ide Note in the Pamphlet Letter (4) page 
30) it was thought adviſeable both by the General and the 


Admiral, to employ them principally on Board the Fleet; but 


the Regiments which came from Europe, being now reduced 
low in their Numbers, made it abſolutely neceſſary, that the 


Americans ould be included in the Corps deſign'd for the 


Attempt on Car thagena. 


This Reinforcement (as the Author ſtiles it) was only ſome 
Part of thoſe Soldiers, which the General had required to 


be landed from the Fleet, and did not in Fact compleat the 


Troops on Shore, to numbers ſufficient for proper Reliefs for 
the ordinary and extraordinary Duty ; notwithſtanding, had 
it been practicable to have victualled and ſuſtained them, a 
Detachment had without doubt been made, even from the 
Numbers which were landed, to cut off the Communication 
on the Eaftern Side of the City; the General having great 
Reaſon to expect a further Supply from the Admiral. 

That the Author ſhould be ignorant of what Guards were 
neceſſary, perhaps may not be look'd upon as a Thing verP 
extraordinary; Ichall, however, give here a Detail of _ 

The 
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40, all that he would ſpare of Lord James Caven- 


diffs, and Colonel Bland's Regiments, were al- 
ready landed : Nor were theſe People ſent on 
Shore, as the Author affirms in his Pamphlet, 


(Page 37) in conſequence of any Repreſentation 
made of the increaſing Sickneſs, but of a de- 
mand of a Reinforcement from the Fleet ; brit” 


made by the General, and afterwards by the 


Council of War, which was never fully complied 
with. 


April the 8th, the Chil of War being re- 
aſſembled, it appear'd from the Report of the 


principal Engineer (a) that fo large a Number of 


Men, 


| The City being garriſon'd by at leaſt 3500 Men; it was 
found neceſſary to poſt an advanc'd Guard of 500 Men at a 

large Houſe upon the Road leading to it. The Picket-Guard 
conſiſted of 500 more, from whence was detached a Cap- 
tain's Guard to the right of the Camp, where there was 
a Path leading towards the City. There were the Quar- 
ter-Guards, the Generals-Guard, thoſe on the Ammuni- 


tion, Proviſions, and a Captain and fifty Men at the Con- 


vent; amounting in the whole to about 1300 Men, beſides 
extraordinary Parties; and 600 American Soldiers, who were 


ſet apart to be ready to aſſiſt in landing Stores, cutting 


Faſcines, or in any other Work, as occaſion ſhould require. 
Whether fewer Guards could have been employed in our 


| Circumſtances, or if 4350 Men, (the moſt which were landed, 


and thoſe hourly diminiſhing by Death and Sickneſs) could 
afford ſufficient Reliefs for the Guards abovementioned, 
T ſubmit to any Judge of military Operations at Wan ta 
determine. 

Had the Author's Curioſity led him to reconnoitre 
the Enemy's Guards, he might have obſerved a Body of 


300 Men poſted at the Foot of the Hill, on which 1s the 


Fort Sr. Lazar, and another of about fifty Men, advanced 
. zoo Paces further, under ſome Cocoa-trees, which might 
eaſily have been ſaltained by the whole Garriſon, 

(a, The principal Engineer Mr. Arm/trong, (vide Note 
in the Pamphlet Letter (/) page 4c) made a judicious and 
clear Report, ef the Number of Men, and of the Time 


would be wanting to erect a n An Undertaking 
which 
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Men, and ſo much time would be wanting to cut 


thro? the Wood, and to raiſe a Battery, as in our 


Circumſtances rendered it impracticable; the 


ſickly Seaſon was now come in, and the Water in 
the Ciſterns began to grow low : There ſeeming 


therefore to be no Choice left, but either to make 


a bold Puſh for the ſurpriſing Fort, St. Lazar, 


or to return on Board; it was reſolved () to at- 


tempt it the next Morning, the ſcaling Ladders 


having been this Day put on Shore, and not be- 


fore. What further determined the Council to 


come to this Reſolution, was freſh Intelligence 


received from Deſerters and Priſoners, confirm'd 
by the Obſervations of ſome of the Engineers, 
who had viewed the Fort very near, viz. That 
the Walls were not loo high for our Ladders; nor 
was there any Ditch at the foot of them; (as had 


been before repreſented) ht the Road leading up 
the HI on the right was broad, and of an eafy A 


cent; and that there was a wooden Door on the left 
of the Fort, which might be forced without much 


Difficulty, and to which a Deſerter offered himſelf 
as a Guide, 75 


A further Motive, perhaps might be of 
Weight with ſome of the Members, viz. the 


Admiral's vehemently preſſing the Attack 


which he, and every intelligent Perſon, who was acquainted 
with the then Circumſtances of the Troops on Shore, muſt 


foreſee would be attended with inſuperable Difficulties; 


he could not therefore honeſtly adviſe it. 


() Of the nine Officers on the Council of War (wide note 
(e) in the Pamphlet page 39.) only two were againſt the At- 
tack, without having firſt erected a Battery; nor was the 
leaſt Objection made to it, on the Account of its not having 
been well reconnoitred, the contrary being very apparent 
the Guides were Deſerters (and no other could be had) who 
for their Security had been ſent on Board the Admiral's Ships, 
and were by him, at the General's Deſire, ordered on Shore, 
the Evening before the Attack, CE, 
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( 36 ) 


„ without a Breach,” and his infiſting that it 


was ſcarcely poſſible to miſcarry in the Attempt. 
And in all probability, if the Attack had not been 
made, it might have been alledged and poſſibly 


credited at Home, that had the Experiment been 


tried, the City muſt have e fallen into 
our Hands. 5 

The reſt of the Day was employed in preparing 
for the Attack : In the Evening the Council of 
War being re- aſſembled, a Diſpoſition for it was 
laid before them, which having been examined 
and approved, Was by the Brigade Majors im- 


mediately communicated to all the principal Ot- 


ficers. 

April the gth, the ops appointed for the 
Attack, were order*d to parade on the Strand, 
at two in the Morning; (c) where having form- 


* 1 ed, 


(c) After having taken into Conſideration (vide Pamphlet 
Note (g) page 40) what Hour would be the moſt proper for 
ſurpriſing the Enemy, and carefully weighed the Reports 
of Delerters, Sc. it was der by the Council of War, 
that the Attack ſhould be made à little before break of Day, 
a Time which has ever been look'd upon as the moſt proper 
for Surprizes, the Guards being: then fatigued by their 
Watchirg, during the Nig gt, 2nd then molt likely to be 
fallen aſleep. 

The Author of the Pamphlet, is here pleaſed to con- 
demn the General for not att: acking at two in the Morn- 
ing; becauſe the Guards at that Hour returned to their 
veſpeFive Homes, and went to Bed, aolere having com- 
Paſed themſelues to Sleep, they could not eafily be roux 1 to 
Fight. Theſe extraordimmy Guards being therefore (as the 


Author ſuppoſes) {ately lodged in their Beds; with regard 


to them, it Huſt have been matter of Indifference, whe- 
ther the Attack was made at two, or fe in the Morn- 
ing. That theſe Arguincnts (if any ſuch were uſed) were of 
no force with the Genera!, I entirely agree with the Au- 
thor: For ſurely no Man in his right Senſes could 1magine that 
the Patrols round an advanced Poſt, hourly in Danger of being 
inſulted, ſhould be ſuffe red to retire at two in the Morning. 


Colonel 


(37) 


ed, they advanced towards the Fort, and a little 


before Break of Day, began to mount the Hill, 


But 


. * 
Colonel Grant was fo far from having enter'd the Enemy's 
Trenches at the Foot of the Caſtle (as the Author alledges) 
with a Party of Grenadiers, and being there cut off from the 
Want of being ſuſtained, that he received his Wound the 
Inſtant he reach'd the Top of the Hill. The Guide having 
been killed about the ſame time, was probably the Occa- 
ſion, that Lieutenant- Colonel Hamon (who was the next in 
Command) adyanced no further, but remained on the Side 
of the Hill; where (when the Day broke) the Troops were 


expoſed both to the Enemy's great and ſmall Shot; which 


Misfortune ought not ſurely to be attributed to any Defect in 
the Diſpoſition, but to unavoidable Accidents, by which in 


War the beſt conctrted Schemes are frequently diſappointed. 


That the Grenado Shells were carried in Boxes in the 
Rear, and no lighted Match provided, will appear to be a 
palpable Falſhood from the 'Teftimony of the Gentlemen of 
the Train, who delivered them out, and are ſtill living. 
What might poſſibly give ſome Colour for this Aſſertion, 
was, the Grenadiers not carrying their Pouches in that ex- 
ceſſive hot Climate; it was found neceſſary, that a Party of 
American Soldiers ſhould receive the Grenados in Bags, and 
attend the Grenadiers with them to the Foot of the Hill; 
which was accordingly ordered, but in the dark, the Party, 

which had the Charge of the Shells, fell back into the Rear, 
ard did not come up with them till after the Attack was 
begun. | 
As the Scaling Ladders could not be brought to the Foot 
of the Walls, nor the Wool Packs and working Tools be 
made uſe of, till we were in Poſſeſſion of the Breaſt-work, 
they were carried in the Rear of the Troops, who were or- 
dered to force it. 7 Co Be 

The Scaling Ladders were called for on the Right, and 
ſome of them got up the Hill; but Colonel Grant met his 
Fate too ſoon to be able to advance fo far as to have the leaſt 
Occaſion for them on the Left ; nor could the Officer the 
next in Command even have tried to make uſe of them, as the 
American Soldiers, who had the Charge of them (notwith- 
ſtanding the utmoſt Endeavours of their Officers to prevent 
it) caſt them down, and either took up Firelocks, or put 


themſelves under Coyer from the Shot of the Enemy. 
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CEL» 
But that Diviſion, which was, by Order, to have 
gone up an open, acceſſible Road, which lay 


upon h 


cannot but add in Juſtice to the American Soldiers, who 
were commanded with Arms on that Occaſion, that they were 
in no wiſe wanting to their Duty. | 

That the Admiral was neither by Letter, nor Meſſage (as 
the Author boldly afferts) acquainted of the Reſolution of 
the Council of War to attack the Fort the next Morning; 
the Admiral himſelf (to whom I appeal) knows to be abſolutely 
falſe : It is certain, that the General was that Day too much 
employ'd to write a Letter in Form; but ſeveral Meſſages 
were carry'd by Capt. Knowles, and Mr. Mackpher/ſon, in 
Conſequence of which Meſſages, two Guides were ſent by the 
Admiral's own Order, and from his own Ship, to conduct 
the Forces to the Attack of the Fort the next Morning. | 

The Admiral had actually preſſed the Attack, without 


making the leaſt Offer of any Aſſiſtance from the Fleet, and 


appeared to be fo fir from thinking any ſuch Aſſiſtance ne- 
ceſſ:ry, that he had not only declared the Troops on Shore 
to be more than ſufficient for the Service they were upon; 
but had ſent from the Fleet a Number of Soldiers, leſs by 
Ho than were required to be landed by the Council of War. 
Whence to me 1t > evident (contrary to what the Author 
affirms) that there was never any real Intention to ſuſtain the 
Attack by a Body of Sailors: Otherwiſe ſo experienced a 
Commander, as is Admiral HVtrnon, could not have failed of 
giving timely Notice oi ſuch his Intention to the General. 
It is true, that at Break of Day, when the Troops were 
mounting the Hill, a Signal was made for manning the 
Boats, and for landing, which could at that time have an- 
ſwercd no other End, but giving a Pretext for aſcribing to 


but 
the Sailors a Share in the Honour of the Succeſs, in Caſe the 


Ciitle had been taken. 

There were kill'd at the Attack of Fort St. Lazar 179, 
(commiſſioned, Non-commiitioned Officers and Soldiers) and 
459 wounded, of whum many afterwards died; 16 were 
taken Priſoners, of which all (excepting ſix) had fallen 
wounded on the Top of the Ilill; amongſt whom were 
three Officers, who, tho' treated by the Shantards with great 
Humanity, died in two or three Days. ; | 

I cannot but obicrve, whit a pompous (but falſe) Account, 
the Author gives of our Loſs ; he roundly affirms, *© That 
Numbers of Drums and Colours avere left behind in the Re- 
& treat,” of which there was not in Fact One; ſome few 


< : Firelocks 


1 
upon the Right of the Fort, was in the dark, 
by a fatal Miflake (as it was ſaid of the Guide) 
led up the Center, where the Aſcent is very ſteep, 
and the Ground broken: Some of the moſt for- 
ward gained the Top, and puſhed on to the 
Enemy's Entrenchments ; but not being imme- 
diately ſuſtained, by Reaſon of the great Diffi- 
culty found in mounting the Hill, and that the 
reſt of the Plattoons advanced ſlowly with the 


Firelocks belonging to the Soldiers, who fell upon the Top 
of the Hill, could not be brought off ; and moſt of the Scaling 


Ladders, c. which had been mtruſted to the Care of the 


American Soldiers, remained upon the Ground. What Ute 
the Enemy might make of them, I cannot ſay ; but we, who 
could diſtinctly ſee with the naked Eye, what paſſed on the 
Hill of St. Lazar, could perceive nothing of what the Au- 


thor mentions. It was never before alledged, that the Guide, 


who return'd, complained of his not having been followed 


by the Troops the Way he would have led them; but it is 


certain, that both the Officers and the Engineer, who were 
in the Front, complained of their having been miſlead by 
the Guide. Had the contrary appeared, the Offenders could 


ſcarcely hive eſcaped Cenſure; for the Inſtant before the 


Troops advanced to the Attack, the General in Perſon gave 
Directions to two of the principal Officers, who were to lead 
on the Grenadiers, to mount the Hill upon the Right, and 
to puſh at once into the Enemy's Works. 

What the Author inſinuates, that the Retreat was too long 
delayed, is without any Grounds whatfoever. The Moment 
it appeared there was no room to hope for Succeſs, the 
Troops were died to retire, which was done in fo good 
Order, that the Enemy did not think it adviſeable to ad- 
vance one Step to give them the leaſt Diſturbance. | 

I cannot finiſi my Obſervations upon this long Note (g) 
without remarking with what palpable Falſhoods, and grots 
Miſrepreſentations, the Author herein aggravates our Loſs at 
St. Lazar ; ſuch as the generous Spantard (tho' as an Enemy 
authorized to do it, by Cuſtom) would be aſhamed of ; bue 
in an Engliſbman it is a Crime, for which Language has not 
yet found a Name, and which nothing but the higheſt innate 
Malevolence, and the ſtrongeſt Inveteracy againſt his Ma- 
jeſty's Land Forces, there employed, could have produced. 
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64 
Street firing, they were moſt of them killed or 
wounded. 
Colonel Grant very gallantly mounted the Hill 
upon the Left; but having immediately received 


a mortal Wound, and the Guide, with ſeveral 


others, being kill'd; the Officer, the next in 
Command, advanced no further, but continued 
on the Side of the Hill, ull they were ordered to 
retire. 

As ſoon as the Day broke, and gave the 
General an Opportunity of viewing the Poſture 
of the Aſſailants, and that of the Enemy, he 
ſent a Meſſage to Brigadier Grije, who com- 
manded the Attack, ſignifying, that, if he could 
puſh forward, he ſhould be ſuſtained by 500 
Men, who were accordingly ordered to advance; 
but it was then too late. The Troops were dil- 
| heartened, and the Enemy's Numbers encreaſed 
every Inſtant, by pouring in freſh Men from the 
City, who had by that time aſſembled a Force 
upon the Hill-<qual, if not ſuperior, to the Aſ- 
 failants. It was therefore found neceſſary to order 
a Retreat, which was made without further Loſs, 
the five hundred Men above-mentioned bringing 
up the Rear. The principal Engincer having 

ropoſed the railing a Breaſt-work at the ad- 
vanced Guard, it was without Delay begun 
upon, and was in fo great Forwarunels by the 
next Morning, as to put the Men um r Cover. 
A Ceſſation of Arms was agrecd upon for a leu 
Hours to bury the Dead. 

April the roth, The Sick and Wounded - were 
ſent on board ; the Intrenchment at the advanced 
Guard was inlarged for the Reception of two 
Mortars, which were this Day conveyed thither. 

The Troops were under great, Difficulties, not 
only from the Sickneſs, which hourly encreaſed, 

but 
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(41) 
but from their Proviſions not being regularly 


landed, 
April the 11th, the two Mortars began to fire 


from the advanced Guard upon the Caſtle of St. 


Lazar, and with very good Effect. 
A Council of War was afſembled, compoſed 


of Land Officers, who having carefully inquired | 


into the State of the Forces on Shore, found 
them to be ſo much diminiſhed by Sickne$, and 
by the late Loſs; and thoſe, who were return'd, 
as fit for Duty, ſo much exhauſted by the ex- 


ceſſive Heat, and by Fatigue, that without a 


conſiderable Re-inforcement from the Fleet, it 
would not be poſſible to go on with the Enter- 
prize: This their Reſolution was immmer 
communicated to the Admiral. 

April the 12th, the Sickneſs amongſt the 
Troops ſtill encreaſing, ſeveral of the principal 
Officers were ſcized with i it, and the Water in the 
Ciſterns began to be very low. The Admiral re- 
turn'd an Anſwer to the Reſolution of the Council 
of War of yeſterday; ; which having been taken 
into Conſideration by the principal Land Officers, 
aſſembled for that Purpoſe, they obſerved with 
great Surprize, that no mention was made of 
any Re- inforcement to be ſent from the Fleet; 
of which, having taken the proper Notice in 
their Anſwer, they deſired, that the Admiral would 
iſſue out his Directions for imbarking the Cannon, 
Sc. concluding from his Silence in ſo material 
a Point, that no Re. inforcement was to be ex- 
pected. But no mention was at that time made of 
bringing in Ships to cannonade the Town; as the 
Manner, in which a former Propoſal of that Na- 
ture had been anſwered, gave little Room to 
hope for Succeſs in repeating of it: Tho? perhaps 
It may not be difficult to make appear, that our 

great 


— — . 
we = thy, x „ 
2 1 


1 | r 3 ae _ l \ \ | 
* Rn —— 232 ed — — 2 » 2048 * by : - 8 1 5 he. 
5 — * * - — 


1 4 < ww 


* a 12 - * £ , * . — _ * — . — * 
* : _ A pr . * I &. * 4 * = — 
rare — 8 * or Bat N * . =o 5 p 
2 — 8 : * 
a = . * 6 


| ) 

great Ships lying unactive at a time when they 
might have been uſcfully employ'd, (d) was the 
principal Occaſion of our not poſſeſſing ourſelves 
of the City of Caribagena, and not the Miſcarriage 
of the Attack of St. Lzzar. For had we got Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it (as would probably have been the 
Caſe, if the Scheme for the Attack had been 

unctually executed) it does not follow, that the 
Town would have on Courſe ſurrender'd, or that 
they could have been compelled to it, without 


(4) T do not know what might be the Opinion of the 
Officers employed by the Admiral (ide Note (4) page 44) to 


ſound : But I am well aſſured, that experienced Pilots, who 


have ſounded the whole Harbour of Carthagena in open 


Day-Light, do affirm, that large Ships can approach ſo near 


to the Walls, as eaſily to batter the Town ; of which the 
Spaniards ſeem very ſenſible, from their having lately erected 
a Battery of forty Pieces of large Cannon, which commands 
the Baſon, where the Gallcons uſually lie at Anchor. 

The Galicia's being ſent in had a quite contrarv Effect from 
what the Author ſuggeſts; for not only the General, but 
every unprejudiced Man, both in the Army, and in the 
Fleet, was thereby convinced, that our large Ships could have 
got in near enough to batter the Town. För the Galicia be- 


ing deeply loaden, by the Caſes filled with Sand (which 


ſerved no other End, but to blind the Men, when the Ene- 


my's Shot tcok place) drew ſome Feet more Water, than 


our eighty Gun Ships, and yet lay near enough to the Walls 
of the Town to fire with very good Effect, tho? ſhe had no 
more Guns mounted, than twelve eighteen Pounders, and 
tour twelve Pounders, 

J ſubmit jt to the Reader, tho' he be neither Soldier nor 
Sailor, to judge with what Proſpect of Succeſs a Veſſel ſo 
med, could be ſent in ſingly to ſtand the Fire of all the 
Guns on that Side of the Town, of which the Event ſuf- 
ficiently proved the Abſurdity, © for the Enemy had de- 
* moliſhed her ſo in two or three Hours, that ſhe would 


++ have ſunk in half an Hour more, if ſhe had not been 
' drawn off:“ But if, inftead of the Galida, ſome of his 
Majeſty's eighty Gun Ships had been ordered in; there are 
{and thoſe very good Judges) who affirm, that they could 


have approach'd near enough to have done effectual Ser- 


Vice. 28 


the 


1 
11 


7 (4 F 


the Admirals aſſiſting us with his whole Force; 


except we are to ſuppole, that the Spaniards, 
with a Garriſon not inferior in Numbers to the 
Beſiegers, would have tamely given it up into 


our Hands: for it is morally certain, that the 


Corps of Troops, which were then on Shore, 
muſt, by Sickneſs only, in a few Days have been 


reduced fo low, as not to be able to bring off 


their Cannon. 

April the 13th, great Numbers of Sick, both 
Officers and Soldiers, were ſent on beard the 
Tranſports. 

A Council of War was aſſembled on Shore, 
who took into Conſideration a Letter from the 
Admiral, in Anſwer to their late Repreſentation, 
and reſolved, to deſire witHfout Delay to meet the 
Sea Officers in a general Council of War; which 


being ſignified to the Admiral, it was agreed 


to aſſemble the Day following on board the Ad- 

miral's Ship. Ns | 
April the 14th, the Council of War being aſ— 
ſembled, the General laid before the Members 
the real State of the Troops, (e) and declared, 
| that 


(e) The Author of the Pamphlet (in his Note :, page 45.) 
affirms, that from Thurſday Morning to Friday Night, by 
the Accounts delivered in, and by the General's Report, the 
Troops on Shore had dwindled from 6645, to 3200. A baſe 
and palpable Falſhood ! as it will evidently appear by the 
Return given in (April the 12th) by Mr. Wallis, Agent to 
the Tranſports, to Vice-Admiral Vernon, of the whole Num- 
ber then victualled on Board, and on Shore, amounting at 
that time to 6645, in which Number were included all the 
Sick, the Women, the Negroes, the Men left in Boca-Chica 
and Caſtilh Grande, the Officers, with their Servants, and 


People of all Denominations belonging to the Land Forces, 


who received the King's Proviſions, whether they were on 
Board, or on Shore. | 
The Adjutant's Books will ſhew, that the higheſt Number 


of Men landed at La Quinta never exceeded 4340 Rank and 
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that he deemed it to be impracticable to go on 
with the Enterprize, without Aſſiſtance from the 
Fleet. The principal Engineer being called in, 
and examined, ſignify'd to the Council of War, 
the Places which he thought would be the moſt 
proper for erecting Batteries; to which he added, 
that no leſs than a Fortnight would be required 
for raiſing them, conſidering the many Inter- 
ruptions which muſt be expected from the Enemy, 
and the Sickneſs hourly increaſing amongſt the 
Troops; and that 1g Men would be wanting 
for the proper Reliefs for that Service only; he 
further declared it to be his Opinion, that with 
the Troops now on Shore, the Siege could not 

be undertaken with any Probability of Succels. 
The Admiral, without further Deliberation, 
going to put the Queſtion, whether the Troops 
ſhould be reimbark'd or not, Mr. Wentworth 
declared, that he could not give his Vote, till he 
ſhould be informed what Aſliftance they were to 
expect from the Fleet; who, being interrupted 
by the Admiral with great Heat and Pallion, 
and not with the moſt polite Language, made a 
proper Reply; to which the Admiral not being 
_ pleaſed to return any Anſwer, immediately left 

the Cabbin. q | | | 
The Debate was afterwards decently carry'd 
on, and the General having repeated his Queſ- 
tion, Sir Chaloner Ogle, and the other Sea Offi- 
cers, who were Members of the Council of War, 


Fils, tho" repeated Demands were made from the General, 
and from the Council-of War, for their 'Troops on Shore 
being compleated from the Fleet to 5000 Men, Rank and 
File. Atthe time of holding the General Council of War, 


they were, by Sickneſs, and the late Loſs, reduced to 


3569, feeble,” and ſcarcely fit for the ordinary Duty; in- 
cluding 1140 American, Soldiers, of whom 600 were em- 
ployed upon no other Service, but on working Parties. 


unanimouſly 


645 
unanimouſly declared, that it would by no 
means, be adviſeable to truſt the Sailors on 
Shore, as they could be kept under no Com- 
mand, and would ſoon dierte themſelves in 


the Woods; to which Mr. Vernon (who ſat in 


the Gallery within hearing) added aloud, that 
ſome of them would ſoon ramble into Cartbagena. 

The Admiral being returned to his Place at 
the Board, it was unanimouſly refolved to reim- 


bark the Cannon and Land Forces with all poſſible 


Expedition. . 

The Admiral, as Preſident, drew up the Re- 
ſolution of the Council of War, when it was 
obſervable, that he carefully avoided making 
the leaſt mention of Aſſiſtance having been de- 
manded from the Fleet. 

The Battery (f) of two ten inch Mortars, 
which was raiſed by Captain Notes on the 
Shore near to his Ship, began this Morning to 
Fire upon Fort Sz. Lazar, but was placed at fo 

reat a Diſtance as to have little or no Effect. 

April the 15th, the Cannon, Stores and heavy 
Baggage, were put on Board. | 

A Council of War of Land Officers being 
aſſembled, a Diſpoſition was laid before them, 
for the Retreat, (g) which was approved of. 
5 April 


) It was raiſed 2600 Yards from the Fort, whieffs 
the utmoſt Diſtance thoſe Mortars can throw a Shell, Wien 
their Chambers are quite filled with Powder; an Allowance 


only given for Proof, and never upon Service. Tho' appriz'd_ 


of this Circumſtance hy the Colonel of the Train, the Cap- 


tain could not be prevailed upon to advance his Battery 


nearer, but (as it was expected) waſted above two hundred 
Shells, to little or no Purpoſe whatſoever. 1 
N. B. This Battery was begun upon the 8th, but did not 
Fire before the 14th. 8 
(g) The imbarking the Troops, (vide &) in the cool of 
the Evening, was-not only approved by the General, but by 
| the 
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April the 16th, About Five in the Morning, 
the Galicia, eommanded by Captain Hoare, began 
to canonade the Town with tolerable good Suc- 
ceſs; but he being expoſed to a ſuperior Fire, 


was obliged to cut hey Cable; after having re- 


ceived ſeveral Shots in her Hull, had fix Men killed, 
and 56 wounded, ſhe drove upon a Shoal, and 


was there burnt by the Admiral's Order. 


the Council of War; who had but too juſtly deſerved Cen- 
fure, ſhould they have unneceſſarily expoſed the Men, not 
only to the violent Heat of the Sun, but to the Enemy's 
Cannon, which commanded one of the Places of Imbarka- 
tion. 

Had the Author's Apprehenſions ſuffered him to go on 
Shore at the time of the Retreat, he might have obſerved 
that it was made without any Precipitation, and that neither 
Tents, Arms, working Tools, nor Baggage were left be- 
hind. | | 

The General in Perſon brought up the Rear with his 
Guard, and having perceived, after the 'Troops had begun 


their March, that five Fents belonging to one of the Ameri- 


can Battalions were left ſtanding (tor which their Lieutenant 
Colonel had undergone a ſevere Cenſure, if his Death had 
not prevented it) and likewiſe that ſome Arms and working 


Tools remained upon the Ground, he ordered them to be 


carried off by the Serjeant's Guard which came from La 
Popa, to which Lieutenant Foreſt, at the General's Requeſt, 
added ſome Sailors, ſo that the whole Ground might be 


carefully ſearched to prevent any thing whatſoever from 


falling into the Hands of the Enemy. We having loſt no 
Tents, none could (as the Author alledges) be pitched by. 
the Enemy on the top of the Hill. 8 
The Admiral having, (when a Flag of Truce was to be 
ſent into the Vice-Roy) refuſed to admit of a particular Meſ- 
ſenger from the General, I cannot ſay what idle Expreſſions 
might be then made uſe of to the Diſadvantage of the Land 


Forces. If there were any ſuch, poſſibly they did not looſe 
in the Report; but if what the Enemy might throw out 


deſerves repeating, it is well known that they frequently 
expreſſed their Aftoniſhment, that ſo fine a Fleet ſhould lie 
unactive within their very Harbour; and it was affirmed by 


Perſons of Credit, that a Spaniſb Officer of Rank, who ſerved 


in Carthagena, declared that they only waited for the coming 


At 


m of our great Ships, to have ſurrendered. 


(47) 


At Seven in the Evening, the Tents were 


ſtruck, at Eight the Troops march'd from their 


Ground, - and embarked in three Diviſions on 
the Boats prepared to receive them. The Sick- 
nels amongſt the Troops increaſed to fo great 
a Degree, that any longer Continuance in that 
- unhealthy Situation, ſeemed to threaten no leſs 
than their total Ruin; the General therefore, 
and the principal Land Officers, agreed to the 
Admiral's Propoſal, for de moliſning the Forts, 
Sc. which commanded the Harbour; that be- 
ing done, and Water taken in for the Voyage, 
the whole Fleet ſet ſail for Jamaica. 
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APPENDIX 


Shall only here ark Gon Miſtakes, which 
the Author of the Pamphlet has been guil- 
ty of in his Appendix, both with regard to the 
Circumſtances of the City of Carthagena, and to 
the Conduct of the Officers of the Army, whom 


he has been pleaſed baſely to aſperſe, without 


any Grounds whatſoever. And J do appeal to 
the Gentlemen of the Navy, for the Truth of 
what I have advanced; which muſt be ſo evident 


to every impartial Perſon, who. was there pre- 


ſent, and gave the leaſt Attention to what 
paſſed, that I ſhould not have employed one 
Moment's Time, in replying to a Pamphlet, 
made up of glaring Falſhoods, Facts miſrepre- 
ſented, and mean perſonal Reflections, to which 
the Author does not put his Name; was I not in 
Hopes, that by laying before the Publick an 
exact Account of the Tranſactions before Cartha- 
gena, in ſome Meaſure to remove (from thoſe 
who cannot otherwiſe be informed of the Truth) 
the Prejudices which are fo induſtriouſly pro- 
pagated in that ſcurrilous Libel ; not folely with 


a View to calumniate a few brave Men, wha. 


after many Hazards are return'd home to their 
native Country; but by invidious Diſtinctions, 
to ſet at variance the Army and the Navy, which 
| can 


(al 


can have no other End but to obſtruct his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, whenever the Fleet and Land 
Forces ſhall act in Conjunction. 

As for the City itſelf (ſays the Author) Nature 


has fortified it againſt any Attempt by Sea, the 


Water ſhoaling near a League off, and being 
plentifully bounded with Rocks; befides' the Sea 
is very ſeldom ſmooth, fo that it is difficult at 
all times landing. 
There are Pilots, who have been long ac- 
cuſtomed to that Coaſt, who affirm that there 1s 
depth of Water ſufficient for large Ships to 


anchor (even on that Side) near enough to batter 
the Town: The oply Difficulty ariſes from the 


Swell of the Sea; but that much abates, 


whenever the Wind blows for any Time off 
Shore. 


The Ravelin here mention'd can only ſub- 
fiſt in the Author's Imagination; there is no 
other Defence between the two Baſtions, (which 
are very diſtant from each other,) excepting a a 
low Wall not flank'd; a Circumſtance of which 
very good Uſe might be made, if upon the 
Swell's being abated, Boats could be ſent in 


there to put Troops on Shore. 


There were two large Men of War moored | 


to defend the Entrance of Boca grande; but that. 
there was a Faſcine Battery begun upon each Point, 
ſeems to be a Secret only known to the Author ; 
for no Mention was made of any ſuch during 
our Stay upon that Coaſt, nor upon reconnol- 
tring that Entrance into the Harbour, could the 
leaſt Traces of them be perceived. 

The little Fort de Chamba was not finiſh'd, 
nor had upon it one Gun; nor was there the 
leaſt Appearance of one, on what the Author 
is pleaſcd (Page 49. ) to call a Faſcine Battery of 
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twelve Guns: From ſome Faſcines being placed 
in order upon the Shore, it wes believed that 
tlie Enemy had Thoughts oferccting a Battery 
on that Place. 


The Author's Deſcription of Beca-Chica Caſtle, 


Sc. ſeems to be tolcrably exact, and I cannot 
omit to remark the juſtneſs of his Expreſſion, 
when he mentions the Bomb Veflels being got 
near enough to divert the Town; for in Truth 
they were poſted at ſo great a Diſtance, that 
they ſeem'd to be ſent in with no other Intention. 
That the City of Cartbagena is to the Land. 
ſide, fortify'd by double Walls, and double 
Ditches, flank*d by ſtrong Baſtions, is an un— 
doubted Truth; — I muſt diſſent from what 
the Author Meds, of the Water at'the Head 
of the Harbour, being ſhoal ſo far off, that 
Ships cannot come near enough to do Execution 
with their Guns. Experienced Pilots, and Mal- 
ters of trading Veſſels, who have been much 
converſant in that Harbour, do (and will when 
Occaſion requires it) teſtify the contrary 3 but 
nothing can bea ſtronger Proof of there being 
ſufficient 1 of Water for our argen Ships, 
than that the Station of the Sp: > Galleons, is 
very near the Walls, jor: the Cone ies of 


taking in their Lading, Ir is well known, that 


Monſicur Pon: ſent in his Men of War (amongſt 
which was the Sceptre of cighty-four Guns) 
to batter the City, and with ſo good an Effect, 
as in a ſhort Time to oblige them to ſurrender, 
But a full mm ore recent Proof of there being 
hair ent {cpth of Water, is the celcbrated Ad- 
mira! 28 having ordered in the Galicia, a 
Spanip Man of War of ſixty-hx Guns: This 
Veſſel was fitted up for battering in a very & 
traordinary Manner: Ae ons, + Caſes, fix Fett 
. — thick, 
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thick, rammed with Earth, or Sand, were formed 
between the Port-holes, which occaſioned her 
drawing more Water, than any of our eighty 
Gun Ships; ; notwithſtanding, with her ſixteen 
Guns mounted, only, ſhe did conſiderable da- 
mage to the City, before ſhe could be demo- 
liſhed. : 

That the Spaniords have no great Dependance 
upon this ſuppoſed Shoalnefs of the Water, is very 
evident from their having lately erected a Battery 
of forty large Pieces X Cannon, for the defence 
of the Town on the Side towards the Harbour 
a very unneceſſary Expence, if the Water is there 
ſo ſhoal as to prevent the near Approach of our 
large Men of War. 

From the Author's own Deſcription, the Fort 
of S/. Lazar appears to be no ſuch trifling Re- 
doubt, as he would infinuate 3 had he approached 
Near enough to tale an exact View of it (which 
probably he did nofl he mult have obſerved that 
the Hill is near double the Height he mentions, 
and that the Eminence oppoſite to it (which, if 
Cannon could bave been convey'd thither, was 
certainly a very proper Place for the erecting a 
Battery) is pretty much upon a Level with the 
Ground upon which the Caſtle ſtands. | 

That the Enemy began their Works upon the 
Fill, immediately after we were in Poſſeſſion of 
Boca-Chica (if not upon the firlt Appearance of 
the Fleet, ) is a Fact well known, both to the Army 


, and to the Navy ; M nor was it in the power of the 


Former to interrupt their Progreſs till the pro- 
per Materials were landed; but how far that 
might have been done, by ſending in two or 
three of his Majeſty's large Ships, the Gentlemen 


of the Sea are the moſt proper Judges. 
2 That 


— 1 
5 


2 
x 


i 

ft 

41 
if 

| 

} 
[ 
« 
= 
: 


32) 


That the Side of the Caſtle of St. Lazar, 


which is next the Town, could not be defence- 


leſs, muſt be evident to every Reader, from the 


Circumſtance of its being next the Town, and 


conſequently defended by all the Works on that 
Quarter, particularly by an Half: moon, which 
is erected about half Musket-Shot from it. 

If the Enemy's Numbers (as the Author al- 
ES Þ page 54.) amounted to 4000 Men, the 
Troops which were landed, and never exceeded 
4350 Rank and File, couldibut have little Pro- 
ſpc& of forcing them amidſt their ſtrong Forti- 


fications; nor "did the General and Princi; val 
Ofkcers ever propoſe Ty to themſelves, otlierwiſe 


than by the help of the whole Force on board the 
Fleet, which was actually promiſed, as ſoon as a 
Pailage ſhould be opened for the Ships into the 
H. arbour; how performed, the unhappy Iſſue 
but too pHinly makes appear. | | 
The Enemy*s Engineers, Cannonters, e. 
acquitted themſelves very well, and ours did the 


ſame, nor was there amongſt them one ſingle 


- inſtance of Cowardice or Deſertion ; ; would the 


Author be pleated to put his Name to ſo baſe an 
Aſperſion caſt upon them, there are of the few 
ſurviving, who are well able to convince him 
of his Miſtake. 
It is roundly alledged, that excepting two Re- 
giments, the whole body of Troops which came 
from England, were quite raw and undiſciplined; 
how far this is a Fact known to every one, will 


appear, by minutely entering into their Circum- 


ſtances. 
As a Foundation for forming a Corps of 


Troops fit for immediate Service, his Majeſty 


was pleaſed to direct a Draught to be made from 
the Foot Guards, of the beſt diſciplined Corpo- 


pals 


Wl 


— 


rals and private Men, to be appointed Marine 
Serjeants, as likewiſe 300 private Centinels well 
inſtructed in the Uſe of their Arms, to be 
placed to cvery Marine Regiment, who were for 

that Purpoſe draughted from all the old Corps 


in Britain; by which Meaus each of the Marine 


Regiments was actually ſupply'd with a Number 
of well- diſciplin'd Men, not much ſhort of the 


Triſh Corps before the Augmentation. 


The Colonels of the fix Regiments of Marines 


were old Officers, who had all (excepting 19 
ſerved abroad in the laſt War. 


Such were the greateſt Part of the Lieutenant 
Colonels and Majors. The Captains were either 


Gentlemen of Service taken from the Half-Pay, 


or from the Independent Companies at Jamaica; 
ſuch as had been long inured to the Climate of 
the Maſt-Iudies, or Subaltern Officers of long 
ſtanding in the old Corps, whom his Majeſty 
honour'd with the Command of Marine Com- 
panies. The firſt and ſccond Lieutenants were 
either Enſigns taken out of the old Corps, Ca- 
dets, who had for ſome time carry'd Arms, or 
young Gentlemen, whoſe Quality and Intereſt 
very juſtly entituled them to Preterment. To 
theſe the Author has added a third imaginary 


Claſs, of abandoned Mretches of the Town, whoſe 
Proſtitution had made them uſeful on ſome dirty Oc- 


caſion, and by Way of Retward were provided for in 
the Army, I call upon the Author to point out 


one ſingle Man, who was fent out in thoſe Corps, 


deſerving of that Character; if he does not (as 
Jam well aſſured he cannot) what Character he 
himſelf richly deſerves, will eaſily occur to the 


Reader. 


That few of the Inferior Officers had ever be- 
fore ſerved againſt an Enemy, 18 ae 
Fact, 


| 54 ) 
Fact, nor after thirty Years Peace, could it poſſi- 
bly be otherwiſe; but their Behaviour during 
the Incampment in the Ille of Mb, evidently 
made it appear that they were not deficient in 


Diſcipline; nor when they came to face the 


Enemy, could the oldeſt, and moſt experienced 
Officers expoſe their Perſons with greater Gal- 
lantry and Cheartulneſs. 

That moſt of the Officers, who had "TAN 
long and well, got themſelves knock*d on the 


Head by teaching a young and raw Army, is in 


Fact falſe; for both old and young equally 
ſhared the Hazard and Fatigue; nor did one 
ſingle Officer or Soldier looſe his Life, excepting 
in the Performance of his own Duty. 

What an Heap of Billing ſeate does the Author 
employ (pag. 56.) to vilify the American Regi- 
ment ? The Officers (he affirms) were in particular 
compoſed of Black{miths, Tevicrs, and all the Ban- 
diti that the * ry affords. Had he been 1o 
candid as to have infortned himſelf of thoſe Gen- 
tlemens true Characters, he would have known, 
that the Field Oificers were ail Men of long 
Service, named by his Majeſty, and ſent from 
Britain: That the Companies were chiefly raifed 


by the Intereſt, and at the Charge of their re- 


ſpective Captains; of whom ſome were Mem- 
bers of the Aſſemblics in the Provinces where 


they reſided ; others liv'd upon their own Plan- 
tations, and had Commands in the Militia z and 


tome few of them had been concerned in Traf- 
fick. His Majeſty was pleaſed to ſend to North- 


America thirty young Sentlemen, under the Di- 
rection of Brigadier B/akeney, who were to ſerve 


in that Corps as Licutenants; they had carried 
Arms either in the old Corps at home, or in the 


Sco!ifh Regiments in the Dutch Service, and were 
moſt 
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moſt of them Cadets of good Families in North: 


Britain. 
The reſt of the ET Wy is OKcers were recom- 


mended by the Governors, and by the Gentle- 


men of the firſt Rank in the Provinces where the 
Companies were raiſed ; and were either younger 
Sons of the principal Families, bred to no par- 


_ ticular Profeſſion, or ſuch of them as had been 


brought up to the Law, to Merchandize, or who 
had ſerved at Sea. 

It is certain, that the greateſt Part of the pri- 
vate Soldiers, who were inliſted in North- America, 
were either Iriſh (and many of thoſe ſuſpected to 


be Papiſts) or Engliſh, who had been under a 


Necellity of quitting their Native Country. As 
the Levy was made in Haſte, there was neither 
Time for ſtrictly examining into their reſpective 
Circumſtances, nor for their - being well-ditciplin'd 
before they joined the Army; whence it became 
in a great Meature, neceſſary to employ them 
chiefly on board the Fleet. 

Tho” this infamous Libel appears to be levell'd 
againſt that Corps of Land Forces in general, yet 
the Author is pleaſed more eminently to aiſtin- 
guiſh the Engincers, Sc. belonging to the Train 
he very roundly affirms, that worſe never bore the 
Name, nor could be pick*d out of all Europe. | 

The principal Engineer (Mr. Moor) was de- 


ſervedly eſteemed for his Bravery, his Capacity 


and Skill in his ' Profeſſion 3; the Battery, on 
which he was killed, viewing the Effects of the 
Shot thro? an Embraſure, was well conſtructed, 


and fully anſwered the End for which it was 
raiſed : He had ſerved with Applauſe in the De- 


tence of Gibraltar, one of the principal Fortreſſes 
in Europe, which was attacked by an Army of 
40,000 — compoſed of the beſt Troops in 

Spain, 
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3 
Spain, and batter'd by 100 Pieces of large Can- 
non; yet this Army was by the gallant Defence 


of the Garriſon obliged to retire, after having 


been almoſt totally ruin'd at this /ample Siege, as 

the Author of the Pamphlet is pleated to ſtile it. 
Mr. Armſtrong, the Gentleman who ſucceeded 

as principal Engineer on the Death of Mr. Moor, 


had all the Experience, which could poſſibly be 


acquired in Tigre of Peace, having been conti- 
nually employ'd during ſixteen Years in the dif- 
ferent Works about this Kingdom; nor could 
any Perſon whatſoever perform his Duty, with 
greater Attention, or more cheartully expoſe his 
Perſon, whenever he thought his Preſence could 
in any wiſe contribute to the publick Service, 
It is certain, that no more than two of the 
Sub-Engineers had ever ſerved in the Face of an 
Enemy; which ſurely ought not to be imputed to 
them as a Fault, when, after ſo long a Peace, few 
or none fo qualified were remaining: But no- 
thing had been omitted by thoſe Gentlemen to 
repair their Want of Experience both by their 
Application to the Study of their Profeſſion at 


home, and by viſiting the Fortifications in Fo- 


reign Parts; and when on real Service, it was 
very evident that they ſpared no Endeavours to 
5 ei by chats N 9 
make up that Deficiency by their Diligence an 
galant Behaviour: Nor 1s there the leaſt Room 


to doubt, but that the few who have returned 


from that fatal Expedition, will, whenever they 
ſhall be called upon, be found qualified to do ef- 
fectual Service to their Country. | 

Colonel Walſon's Merit and long Services very 
juſtly entituled him to the Command of the Train 
on the late Expedition; nor did his Age (as the 
Author inſinuates) ever prevent his Attendance 


upon his Duty; in the Performance of which he 


loſt 


I 


[ES 


_ Toft his Life by a Shot which glanced from a 
Tree, at ſome Diſtance from the Battery. 


His Succeſſor, a brave blunt Soldier (who 
can never be pardoned for boldly ſpeaking the 


Truth) was ſo far from being rendered unfit for 


his Duty, that no Man attended it with more 
Diligence; from the firſt Opening the Battery 
before Boca-Chica, he ſcarcely ever left it, even. 
for. neceſſary Refreſhment, till the Caſtle was 
taken. ED i 
Who could be ſo proper to be inliſted for 
Cannoniers, Bombardiers, Sc. as Country Fel- 
lows ? but thoſe Country Fellows (as the Author 
is pleaſed to call them) were diſciplin'd Men, 


capable of doing their Duty; in which they want- | 
ed no Aid, till Death and Sickneſs had reduced 


them ſo low, that it was neceſſary they ſhould be 
reinforced both from the Army and the Fleet. 
The extraordinary Conference mentioned by the 


Author (page 56.) to have been held between 
the General and them, I can fafely affirm, has 


not the leaſt Foundation. 

| That many of the Bomb-Shells broke in the 
Air, from ſome Defe& in their Fuſees, or never 
broke at all, is undoubtedly Fact; which proba- 
bly was occaſioned by Damage they had receiv- 
ed at Sea, and which could not be repaired, as 
we had neither Time nor Convenience for 1t, be- 
fore their being wanted for Service. The Gre- 
nado-Shells were of the ſame Sort, of the very 
ſame Dimenſions with thoſe uſually iſſued out 
trom the Office of Ordnance ; nor was there ever 


before the leaſt mention made of their having 


been deficient. The Reaſon given for their noc 


breaking is no great Proof of the Author's Skill, 
28 an Engineer; for it is well known, that one 
fingle Ounce of Gunpowder is ſufficient (if pro- 
| HH perly 
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perly confined) to rend in Pieces a Stone weigh- 
ing ſeveral Tuns. 

The eight twenty- four Pounders, put on board 
for the Uſe of the Expedition, were all landed 
at Boca. Chica fit for Service, and were there ac- 
tually made uſe of upon the Battery; where two 
of them were rendered unſerviceable. 

One hundred Baulks, and three hundred Bat- 
tery Planks, were by an Order from the Board 
of Ordnance, bearing. date, May 1740, iſſued 


out of the Stores, Wh imbark'd for the Uſe of 


the Expedition ; ip Lord Cathcart, having after 


the Imbarkation of the Troops, been informed | 


that no further Supply could be had in the Meſt- 
Indies, tho? the contrary had been repreſented to 
the Board of Ordnance ; He applied for an 


Addition of one hundred Baulks, and 300 Planks, 


which were put on board before the Fleet failed ; 
as were likewiſe 4050 Hand-bills, his Lordſhip 
deeming the 1000 already provided not to be 
ſufficient. 
Upon the whole, nothing could more demon- 
ſtate the Goodneſs of this Army, than the Ser- 


vice they performed, not only amid the almoſt 


inſuperable Difficulties, which aroſe from the 
Climare, but labouring under the utmoſt Diſ- 


-. ayrefles and Diſcouragements from a Quarter, 


whence the Reverſe ought juſtly to have been 
expected. Were the Inſtruments imploy*d on the 
late Expedition ſuch as the Author of the Pam- 


phlet is pleaſed to deſcribe, there would be no 


great Difficulty in accounting for its Miſcarriage 
the which, Lord Cathcart (had he lived) could 
probably not have preventcd : but as it does, I 
think, evidently appear, that what the Author 
has advanced to the Prejudice of the Land 
Forces, is falſe and groundlefs, and that they 
performed 


( 7 
performed whatever was poſſible for them to do 
in their Situation, our Misfortunes are to be aſ- 


cribed to ſome other Cauſe; they were, without 
Doubt, principally occaſioned by the Climate. 


What further may have contributed, nothing 
would ſet in a more clear Light, than an exact 
and faithful Account of every Tranſaction, not 
only during the Time of the Troops lying be- 
fore Carthagena, but to that of their being recall- 
ed. Such an Account cannot but be very accepta- 
ble to all thoſe who had a Share in that unfor- 
tunate Expedition, and had no other End in 
View but the publick Service. And, I am well 
aſſured, to none more than to the Gentleman; on 
whom the Command devolved by the Death of 
Lord Cathcart, who has all poſſible Reaſon to 
defire, that his whole Conduct may undergo the 
ſtricteſt Scrutiny. 

I cannot conclude without remarking, as ſome- 
thing extraordinary, the Juſtice done by the 
Author in his laſt Paragraph to the common 
Soldiers; but which is ſurely no leſs due to the 
Officers, who led them on, and by following 
whoſe brave Example, they gave evident Proofs, 


that they wanted not for Courage and Reſolution 
becoming Engliſhmen. 
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